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ADDRESS 
TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A portion of your fellow-citizens, resident in different States of 
the Umon, who are numereus, respectable, and intelligent, who, like 
yourselves, are attached to the principles of free government, and 
ardently devoted to the great Constitutional Charter, which consecrates 
and epholds them—who ask only an equal participation in the benefits, 
and are ready to bear an equal share of the burdens of the Government 
—whe are willing, moreover, to concede to others a perfect nght to the 
full enjoyment of whatever they ask for themselves—such a portion of 
your fellow-citizens, whose condition, character, motives, and views, are 
thus faithfally delineated, have deputed us to represent them, on an 
occusion deeply interesting to their feelings as men, and vitally important 
to their interests as citizens of this great confederated Republic. They 
have called upon us, to unite our counsels for the redress of the 
grievances under which they labor, and have enjoined it upon us, as a 
duty, to omit no means for the accomplishment of this object, which 
may consist with our ebligations as citizens, and with their own faithful 
and ardent devotion to the bond of our common Union. In the 
performance of a duty like this, we cannot be insensible to the propriety 
ef a frank and respectfal communication with our fellow-citizens at 
large. We are members of the same great political family. Our 
interests are common, and so also are our duties ; and, it cannot be that 
any pertion of oer brethren can desire to withhold from us our just 
share of the benefits, or to subject ns to an undue nee of the 
bardens which flow from the Government under which we live. We 
uave equal confidence in their justice and intelligence, and assure 
yurselves that it is only mecessary to bring home to their understandings 
the conviction of the evils under which we suffer, to secure their cordial 
eo-operation in prompt and effectual measures for their removal. We 
would commune with you, then, in the spirit of these feelings. We 
inust speak with frankness. It may be, that our language will borrow 
strength from the conviction of our wrongs; but we will not forget the 
just respect which is due to those who differ from us in opinion, and 
cannot be unmindful of the affection which we bear, and which we 
earnestly desire to cherish, towards our brethren throughout the Union. 

The representatives of portions of our fellow-citizens, belonging to 
fifteen diferent States of this Confederacy, have assembled in the city 
of Philadelphia, to consider the grievances which they sutfer under the 
existing tariff of duties, and to devise, if happily they may do so, seme 
constitutienal and peaceful mode of redress. Speaking generally. they 
have come together as strangers to each other, with all the variety of 
opinions on most subjects, which springs from different habits and 
ypurouite and ig, berfans. inevitably incident to the imperfection of our 
sonrmen natere. mn one engrosing Quesuen—-that &ebich constitutes 
the subject ef this Address—looking as well fo its principles as ite 
details, they have found a concurrence of opmion, which, as they 
believe, entitles them to ask for that opinion, ind, for the reasons on 
which it is founded, the attentive aud dispassionate considera‘ion of the 
American people. 

Among the evils which flow from the Tariff system, as at present 
established by law, the ardent and determined opposition to that system, 
which exists im various parts of the Union—the deep and settled 
discontent which is felt, and has been manifsted by a numerous, 
pai-iotie, and intelligent portion of our fellow-atizens—cannot fail to 
awa cer the liveliest solicitude of every lover ofhis country. Let it be 
remembered that this is no transient feeling, the »ffspring of momentary 
excitement—one which may be expected to pass away under the 
iufluence of a more calm and dispassionate reflecion—No: The system 
of which we complain, is not of recent origil, and the feeling of 
discontent, which was coeval with its institution time and experience 
have only served to strengthen and increase. Lé@ those who sincerely 
desire to perpetuate the political blessinge which ve enjoy, look to this 
consideratien with the attention which it demande This is emphatically 
a Government of opinion. The vigor of the lwe is a moral force. 
The bends which unites us is the sense of ourcommon interest—the 
conviction of cur equal righte—the assurance of ur capacity to assert, 
and the feeling that we actually enjoy thet. Take from any 
considerable pertion of the American people tk consciousness that 
they are im the full possession of their rights as fremen—substitute for 
it the spirit of discontent, which springs from theconviction of wrongs 
infleted, not inadvertently, but with delibertion, which are not 
temporary, but enduring—and you array against the Government a 
force which is of like character with that which sumins it—you awaken 
a feeling of resentment, which is goaded into afivity by a sense of 
oppression, and embittered by the recollection tht it is the hand of a 
brother which inflicts it. Such is the feeling whichervades a numerous 
and respectable portion of the American people. It cannot be defied, 
and may not be disregarded, without putting to hsard the safety of the 
Confederacy. | 

Do you doubt its existence, its nature, or cgree? Look to the 
character of this assembly—to the eircumstance under which it is 
convened. Give your attention to the histor of the past, and 
be admonished of the novel and extraordinar spectacle which is 
presented to your view. Do not close ‘pe eyeto the fact, that this 
assembly is altogether without parallel since t foundation of the 
Government—that we are freemen, and the reprentatives of freemen, 
whe speak to you of our violated rights—thatwe have come from 
different, and distant parts of the Union, to jo in demanding their 
restoration—that a consciousness of strength is ti offspring of united 
counsels—and that our purpose is not the les firm, because it is 
announced to you peacefully, and in the spiritf conciliation. 

A numerous and table portion of the Anrican people, do not 
merely complain that this system is unjust, but ey question the right 
to establish it. They do not doubt—they utterly diy—the constitutional 
power of Congress to enact it. In justice to em, we invite your 
candid attention to a brief consideration of theitiews on this subject. 
The constitutional validity or invalidity of an act Congress, does not 
necessarily depend upon the question, whether theidicial department of 
the Government would affirm the one or the othof these propositions. 
It may be that an act will. in its operation and ect, be subversive of 
the principles of the Coastitution, and yet, on itace, be superior to all 
just exception on that ground. Literally, and) terms, it may be in 
execution of an expressly er—in its ‘eration and effect, it 
may not only transcend that power, but may fectly contravene it. 


‘increase the duties to an amount, which will be prohibitory of importa- 
jtion, and, consequently, destructive of all revenue to be derived from 
| that source. 


}it by its terms, and by what is apparent on its face, would not attirm its 
invalidity. But the Constitution is equally obligatory on every depart- 
ment of the Government—on the legislator who enacts, as well as on 
the judge who interprets a law. If the former shall so veil his unlawful 
purpose as to defend it from the scrutiny of the latter, is it less a viola- 
tion of his constitutional obligations ? If it be such a violation, can 
it be constitutionally valid ? 

If, instead of the absence of any express grant of power to protect 


revenue, and thereby operating as a bounty to the manufacturer, would, 
they insist. be admitted to be in violation of the Constitution, and vet 
the repugnance would not be manifest upon its face, and would, there- 
fore, elude the judicial power. | 

A numerous and intelligent portion of the American people believe 
that this view is applicable to the Tariff of Ip2e. They admit the 
power of Congress to lay and collect such duties as they may deem 
necessary for the purposes of revenue, and, within these limits, so to 
‘arrange those duties as incidentally, and to that extent, to give protec- 
tion to the manufacturer. They deny the right to convert what they 
denominate the incidental, into the principal power, and transcending 
the limits of revenue, to impose an additional duty substantively and 
exclusively for the purpose of affording that protection. They admit 
that Congress may countervail the regulations of a foreign power, 
which may be hostile to our commerce, but they deny their authority 
permanently to prohibit all importation, for the purpose of securing the 
home market exclusively to the domestic manufacturer, thereby destroy- 
ing the commerce they were entrusted to regulate, and fostering an in- 
terest with which they have no constitutional power to interfere. That 
portion of our fellow-citizens of whom we speak, do uot, therefore, 
hesitate to affirm. that if the right to enact the Tarifi Law of 1"28, be 
referred to the authority to lav and collect duties, &c., it is a palpable 





abuse of the taxing power, which was conferred for the purpose of 


revenue: if, to the authority to regulate commerce, it is as obvious a 
perversion of that power, since it may be extended to an utter annihila- 
tion of the objects which it was intended to protect. Waving. however, 
this discussion, we concur in the opinion, that if the aggrieved party is 
deprived of the protection which the judicial department might other- 
wise afford, it would strengthen his appeal to tae American people, to 
unite with him in correcting the evil, by peaceable and constitutional 
means. 

But there is a view of this subject, which may claim the concurrence 
of all those who are prepared toe admit that the Tariff is unequal in its 
operation, oppressive, and unjust. The uprtitution of the United 
States had its origin in a spirit of compromise. Ite object is the security 
of those rights which are committed t) its protection—its principle that 
of an equal participation in the Lenefits and im the burdens of the 
Government. A system of taxation, which is unequal in its operation, 
which oppresses the many for the beneftt of the few, is therefore. unjust, 
not merely with reference te the great and immutable principles of 
right, which are applicable tohuman conduct, but is, moreover, in di- 
rect collision with that constitttional equality of right, which this instra- 
ment was thus confessedly mended to secure. A distinguished jurist, 
of Maseachusetts, one who is advantageously known as such to the 
people of the Union, has sid, of the system of which we complain, 
that it is calculated “to destoy many of the great objects for which the 
Constitution of the United States wae originally framed and adopted.” 
Who will affirm that such a eystem can consist with the spirit of the 
Constitution ? Its enactmerts may be ao veiled, as to elude the judicial 
power, and may, therefore, be obligatory upon the other departments of 
the Government: But, as between constituent and agent, between the 
people and their rulers, the charter will, in such case, have been vivlat- 
ed, and it will belong to them to correct the evil. Why should we fear 
to enunciate this principle’ Is it because of the danger of those inter- 
ests which have grown up under the system? A just consideration of 
the eubject will lead to a directly opposite result. If it be conceded 
that the system is oppressive, unequal, and unjust, can these who profit 
by it deceive themselves with the expectation of its permanency ? Is it 
prudent to close their eyes to the consequences to which, sooner or later, 
this conviction must inevitably lead? Distinguished as this system is, 
by every characteristic which may define a tyranny the most odious, 
why should we, who are its victims, not stand upon our chartered 
righte ? 

As men and brethren, we appeal to you, then, t unite your efforts 
with ours, in the correction of this abuse. system, which is unequal 
in its operation, and, therefore, unjust—which is oppressive, because it 
burdens the many for the beuefit of the few—grossly, fatally unwise, 
and impolitic, since it is subversive of the barmony of the Union— 
which is in violation of the principles of free government, and utterly 
at variance with the spirit of justice and mutual concession, in which 
the Constitution was conceived and adopted—such a system, if perse- 
vered in, must alienate our affections f-om each other, engender dis- 
contents and animosities, and lead inevitably, and, with a force which 
no human power can resist, to the most awful of all calamities. We in- 
treat those who differ from us seriously to ponder this view of the subject. 
We intreat them not to misunderstand us. We cannot be deterred 
from the discharge of onr duties to ourselves, and our common country, 
by the menace of consequences, and we are equally incapable of using 
its language to others. [t is as men and brothers, in the spirit of an 
affection which is still warm and undiminished, that we would call 
their attention to those inevitable results, which neither they nor we 
will have the power to avert. : 
Examine the subject for a moment, in its connection with the prinei- 
ples of an enlightened political economy, and see if the considerations 
which are urged to sustain this system, are not fallacious and delusive. 
The view must be necessarily brief—consisting of hints and suggestions 
rather than of an extended argument, or of minute detail—but our 
object will be attained, if these may serve to awaken a spirit of dispas- 
sionate inquiry. 

We are the advocates of Free Trade. The argument which sustains 
it rests upon a proposition which may not be denied. It is the unques- 
tionable right of every individual to apply his labor and capital in the 
mode which he may conceive best calculated to promote his own inter- 
est. It is the interest of the public that he should so apply it. He un- 
derstands better than it can be understood by the Government, what 





Under the pretence of enpplying a revenue, Corjess may raise money 
beyond the purposes to which it can te legitin ly applied, or way 





will conduce to his own benefit; and, since the majority of individuals 


Still, such an act would purport to be in the execution of 
|the power to lay and collect taxes ; and Courts of Justice, judging of 


manufactures, the Constitution had contained an express clause of 
inhibition, an act of Congress, imposing duties beyond the purposes of 








ed 


will, if properly protected, be disposed to follow their interests, such an 
application of their industry and capital must produce, in the result, the 
greatest amount of public good. Let it be remembered that the ques- 
tion relates exclusively to the application of capijal. It cannot be gene- 
rated by an act of legislation. ‘The power of the Government is limited 
to its transfer from one employment to another. It takes from some less 
favored interest, what it bestows on the one which it professes to pro- 
tect. It is equally untrue that such a system gives greater employ- 
ment to Jabor. Its operation is confined to the simple change of 
its application. Laws which protect by bounty any peculiar species ef 
labor, cannot be said to encourage American industry—that is, directed 
to various objects. These laws favor only a single class; and, since the 
bounty is not supplied by the Government, but taken from the pocket of 
the individual, the protection which is given to one species of labor, is 
so given at the expense of every other. That course of legislation 
which leaves American capital and labor to the unfettered discretion ef 
those who possess the one and apply the other, can alone be denomi- 
nated the ** American System.”’ 

The interference of Government with the right of the individual to 
apply his labor and capital in such mode as he may think most condu- 
cive to his own interest, thus necessarily operates to diminish the aggre- 
gate amount of production : In other words, the amount of the neces- 
saries and conveniences of life, which are enjoyed by the community, 
is necessarily diminished. If all nations, then, were willing to adopt the 
system of Free Trade, for which we contend, which is accordant to the 
spirit of Christianity, and calculated to unite nations in harmony and 
peace, it cannot be doubted that the interest of each would be promoted. 
The only question which can be raised on this part of the subject, is, 
whether the adoption of a restrictive policy, by one or more nations, 
makes it the interest of others to reciprocate those restrietions. The 
answer seems to be sufficiently obvious and satisfactory. The proposi- 
tion which asserts the superior advantages of a Free Trade among all 
nations, rests upon the following principle: The universal freedom of 
action which it allows, tends most thoroughly to develope the moral 
and physical evergies of each nation, and to apply them to those objects 
to fr. 2 they are best adapted. The proposition must be equally true 
in relation to each nation, whatever may be the policy adopted bY others. 
The nation which resorts to a restrictive policy. legislates to her own 
disadvantage, by interfering with the natural and most profitable em- 
ployment of capital. ‘To the extent to which she thus excludes another 
nation from an accustomed, or from a desirable market, she occasions, 
it is trae, in that nation, also a displacement of capital from its natural 
channels. But cau the remedy consist in a retaliatory system of legis- 
lation ? in a system of further restrictions imposed by the latter nation? 
if it be true, that a restrictive system is injurious to the nation imposing 
it, does it cease to be so, in regard to the latter nation, because of the 
wrong done by the former, anc beca ase it is also injurious to such na- 
tion? When we apply these views «, the Corn Laws of Great Britain, 
cousidered with reference to their ev€Lt cpon us, is it not, then, obviouz, 
that a system of pretended retaliation, which enfetters the productive 
energies of our own people, whatever may be its effect upon that na- 
tion, must necessarily increase the evils we ourselves are destined to 
sustain 7? 

It is strongly urged, as a motive to the continuance of the existing 
Tariff, that its operation has been to effect a reduction of prices. These 
have, in fact, fallen since 1816, and our opponents contend that this has 
been the result of domestic competition. A moment's reflection will 
demonstrate the fallacy of this assertion. We present a single fact in 
the outset. The diminution of price has been general—as well in rela- 
tion to articles which are not protected by the existing tariff of duties— 
as to those which are. It cannot, therefore, have arisen from this cause. 
Let us remember now, that this diminution of price has occurred every 
where—abroad as well as at home—and not only in an equal, but, as a 
necessary consequence of the Tariff. in a greater degree there than 
here. Among the causes which have produced this result, two promi- 
nent ones are presented to your consideration—the diminished amount 
of the circulating medium of the world, and the astonishing improve- 
ments which have been introduced in the modes of production. * The 
cost of production is less—the comparative value of money has become 
greater. Can we wonder at the result? Take the case of cotton goods 
—these have fallen in price here since the enactment of the Tariff. 
But the same thing is true, not only in an equal but in a greater degree, 
abroad—and the reason is obvious. The causes which have produced 
this result—those which have been before stated—have elsewhere been 
left to exert their full influence in effecting the reduction of price. Here 
their operation has been restrained by the conflicting influence of the 
Tariff. The reduction, therefore, with us, has necessarily stopped at a 
point, which is ascertained by adding the amount of duty to the price of 
the imported article. Thus the diminution of price here has net been pro- 
duced by the Tariff, but in despite of it—and has been retarded by it. 
But, for this law, the imported, which would take the place of the do- 
mestic article in the consamption of the country, would be obtained at 
a price greatly below that which we actually pay, and the difference, 
amounting yearly to many millions of dollars, would be saved to the 
community. It cannot be doubted that the prices of all commodities, 
the domestic production of which is forced,by the imposition of a duty on 
a foreign article of a similar description, are raised by the amount of 
daty to effect the exelusion of the foreign article, or that this 
increase of price is paid by the consumer, and that the loss to the nation, 
which is occasioned by this system of protection, is nearly equal to such 
difference of price. 

e snecess which has attended the manufacture of cottons is used te 
illustrate and enforce another suggestion in favor of the Tariff. It is 
said that, by means of the protection afforded by Government, manufae- 
turers are enabled to overcome the difficulties incident to new enter- 
prizes, and that this protection is witimately repaid to the community in 
the reduced price at which the article is furnished. We have already 
shown tbat this reduction in price, im the case referred to, has not result- 
ed from the Protective System. Let us look, however, at this suggestion 
upart from that consideration. [If it be conceded, for the purpose of the 
argument, and only for that purpose, that a manufacture might be es- 
tablished by a temporary encouragement from Government, which 
would not otherwise, at least at that trme, come into ful operati 
and that the community might ultimately be repaid in the manner 
which is a the following considerations seem decisively to repel 
the foree of suggestion: The idea of permanent protection is ex- 
cluded by the nature of the proposition. at which is posed, is 
a merely, and the question whether it is to be ultimately repaid 
to 
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community. is, of course, made to depend on the succesaful upe- 
ration of the protected establishment. It is Congress who ara to dete> 
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of the resolution will accept the amendment; but, if he should not, I 
must nevertheless press its consideration upon the Convention, and I 
would do so, if I stood alone. The amendment should be adopted, be- 
cause the fact which it asserts is unquestionably true—testimony in abun- 
dance can be procured, not only to prove the truth of the abstract asser- 
tion in the amendment, but aiso to prove that an invidious distinction is 
stadivusly kept up throughout the Tariff of 1828, between the rich and 
the poor, in favour of the former, and to the oppression of the latter. 

1 will not enter ito the argument of the matter at this time, but will 
for a moment refer to a few provisions of the Act of 1>2>, pertinent to 
the present inquiry. All articles of jewellery (of which there are many ) 
composed of gold, silver, or precious stones, pay a duty of only ticelve 
and a half per cent. ad valorem. Such articles are usually purchased 
and used by the rich, and seldom by the poor. Whilst articles of the 
same character, but composed of coarser and cheaper matarials, such as 
are commonly purchased and used by the poor, and seldom by the rich, 
pay a duty of twenty-fire per cent. ad valorem. The finest and most 
costly deseription of cotton goods, and such as are usnally purchased 
and used by the rich pay a duty of twenty-fre per cent. ad valorem, 
whilst certain inferior cotton goods, such as are useful to the poor, pay 
in some instances a duty as high as one hundred and eighty-five per cent. 
The finest and most costly qualities of broad cloth, such as are peca- 
liarly calculated for the use of the rich, pay a duty of fifty per cent., 
whilst inferior and coarser cloths, such as the comfort and health of the 
poor compel them to use extensively, pay a duty in some instances as 
high as tro hundred and twenty-five and a half percent. Similar re- 
marks may be made in regard to fine and coarse flannels, and many 
other articles. 

I am not disposed, sir. to clamor in favor of the nghts of the poor, 
but what | have said has emanated from a sense of justice. We live in 
a land of equal rights and privileges, and tt ts but sheer justice, that the 
poor sheuld, in regard to taxes, duties, and, indeed, in all other respects, 
have equal rights and equal protection with the richest nabob in the 
cguntry 

Mr. BERRIEN accepted of Jud « Shorter’s amendment. 

Col. PRESTON, of S. C. objected to that part of the resolu- 
tion which made it obligatory on the membcrs of the Permanent 
Committee te eive their personal attendance at Washington. 
He was averse to lobby members, 

Mr. GALLATIN could see nothin 


improper in agents ai- 
tending Congress to promote any busi 


ss either public or pri- 
men would disgrace themselves by improper conduct, 
lbe no objection to sendine henorable men there on 
He did not know what was meant by lobby 
members; but if his health and busine ss would permit, he would 
volunteer his services to go to Washington next winter to pro- 
mote, if possible, the great object of thie Convention. 

Col. PRESTON did not doubt that cither as a lobby mem- 
ber or as a regular member, the gentleman from New York 
could render essential service. But the constitution had point- 
ed out the true mode of proceeding. Every individual had 
his arent, in his representative. 

Ina certain State, the employment of lobby members formed, 
according to common report, a part of the regular routine of 
political manceuvre. He did not doubt it was very efficient. 
He meant no offence. We know it net in the South. It may 
produce an influence not Known to the constitution. We be- 
lieve mach of the very evil this Convention is assembled to 
consider the means of removing, is to be attributed to this kind 
of awency, It is a species of agency which does not find favor in 
our eves. Col. P. would feel perfectly satisfied that when the 

re Coneress, its repre- 


t 
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' 
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cause of the Convention came bet: 
sentatives should appear within the hall and mot without it 

Governor ‘TAYLOR. of Seuth Carolina.— Ve shall have our 
representatives in the Hall, to whom we can safely trust, for they 
are all anti-tariffites: but how willit be with our friends here 
inthe north, who are in a minority. I mean no disrespect in re- 
minding them of their misfortunes : and I must beg my friend 
from the South to recollect that South Carolina has had just 
such a foSiy member as he objects to. When the Cc mptre ller 
General was sent to Washington to procure a settlement of the 
accounts of the State of South Carolina, he received instructions 
to urwe on the consideration of the mémbers of Congress, the 
subject of acertain memorial. And ths was not belittleing the 
State of South Carolina. I well recollect when the princi- 
pal men ot New York—De Witt Clinton and Governeur 
Morris, appeared at Washington as ’ob5y members! 

Mr. CHEVES regretted that the resolution offered some 
days since for the appointment of a cemmittee of one member 
for each of the States represented in the Convention, had not 
been adopted. He would be happy now, if the resolution 
offered by Mr. Berrien, could be referred to the General Com- 
mittee, out of respect to the sub-committee which had pre- 
pared a memorial. 

Mr. BERRIEN said there would be no difference in acopting 
the resolution formerly offered by the General Committee, 
or that which he now proposed, unlessit was the object of the 
gentieman from South Carolina to discuss the memorial. The 
resolution directing a memorial to be prepared had been referred 
to the General Committee, without instructions. The resolution 
from that committee for the appointment of a permanent com- 
mittee, had for its object the carrying of the memorial into ef- 
fect. Both objects were embraced in the resolution he now 
offerod. The question was, whether the members would re- 
main in session till these objects were accomplished, or, acqui- 
escing in these instructions, return totheir homes. ‘They avould 
be perfectly safe in going home, as the principles of the me- 
morial would be fixed by the instructions. If they proceeded 


to discuss a memorial, the session would be extended into next 


week, 
Mr. Gallatin would submit to the consideration of the gentle 


man from South Carolina, the fact thata much better memort- 


al cauld be prepared if more time were allowed. 
cuce the most effect. 
prepared by the Permanent than by tie General Committee. 


Facts pro 


[The memorial must embrace many particulars, to collect and 
He had another rea- 
son for wishing that the ceurse proposed by the gentleman 

He wished to give his vote in 


arrange which time would be required. 


from Georgia should be adopted. 
favor of the principles of the instructions contained in the 
resobhation. 
could not overcome. 


to the great object for which they had assemb'ed. 


Mr. CUTHBERT, of South Carolina, said they had found 
time for the consideration of one report, and why not find time 


to consider the other ? 


Mr. CHEVES said, it having been explained to him that the 


committee was to consist of one person from each State, he 


could approve of itsappointment, especially when charged with} Tennessee...... William E. Butler, 


the excellent instructions that had just been read. . 


Col. BASSETT thought the advantage of having one mem- 
ber from each State, would be more than counterbalanced by 


the difficulty of their acting in concert, 


Here Col. PRESTON said he believed the question had not 


A more impressive memorial could be 


There was a difficulty in the address which he| Georgia....... Eh S. Shorter, 
But the resclition would have his cor- 
dial support, and he hoped the Cenvention would, by their 
closing vote, shew to their opponents, their unanimity in regard | Alabama ......John A. Elmore, 


— ae ae 


Governor MILLER, of South Carolina, thought that if a 
portion of the Committee was to act, it would give them very 
great power. Would nct the whole power of the Convention 
be thrown into the hands of a few men? Would it not be bet- 
ter for the gentlemen to go to Washington in their private ca- 
— 
Col. PRESTON’S amendment was not adopted. 
A member whose name we did not hear, said he had voted 
with the minority on the question of adopting the «ddress. 
In the Gencral Committee, of which he was a member, It ws 
unanimously resolved to report it to the Convention, but he after- 
wards discovered some passages in it which caused him, with 
vreat regret, to withhold his vote. He was anxious for an op-| 
portunity to justify the opinion that there was an entire concur- 
rence in the Convention in regard to the great object they were | 
assembled to promote, and to shew this to the world, he sheuld | 
request the aves and nays to be taken on the questions of adopt- | 
ing Mr. Berricn’s reselution. 
The ayes and nays were then taken, and it appeared that 189 | 
voted in favor of Mr. Berrien’s resolution, and 2 against it, viz: 
YEAS: 
Maine .....--.Joshua Carpenter, 
Charles Q. Clapp, 
Massachusetts .. Hienry Lee, 
YT. SC Pomeroy, 
Gideon Tucker, 
"Theodore Sedgw ick, 
John L. Gardner, 
George Peabody, 
Pickering Dodge, 
Joseph Ropes, 
Rhode Island... William Hunter. 
Connecticut .... Roger Minot Sherman. 
New York ..... Preserved Fish, 


S. H. Mudze. 


isaac Newhall, 

¥ a ’ 

lieury | hams, 
Edward Cruft, 
William Goddard, 

s - t> } 

} penezer breed, 

rr . . 
Thomas P. B iucrott, 
Johu Pickens. 


(,eorge T. Trimble, 








Zebedee Rung. 
Albert Gallatin, 
Jacob Loritard, 
James G. King, 
Charles H. Russell, 
H. Kneeland, 
Isaac Bronson, 
James Heard, 
Benjamin L.. Swan, Silas M. Stlwell. 
John C. Schenck, 


John Leonard, 
Edwin Bergh, 
Jonathan Goodhue, 
Thomas RK. Mercein, 
John A. Stevens, 
Isaac Carow, 

Johu Constable, 
George Griswold, 
New Jersey ....C. L. Hardenburg, 

J.C. Van Dvyek, John Potter, 

J. Bayard Kirkpatrick, John R. Thomson, 
Miles C. Smuth, R. F. Stockton. 
Henry Clow, 

Richard Price, 
Henry R. Watson, 
John A. Brown, 
Philip H. Nicklin, 
Condy Ragnet, 
Samuel Spackman, 
Thomas P. Cope, 
William Mciihenny. 
George Hoffman, 
John J. Donaldson. 
Wilham Maxwell. 


Pennsylrania ..Joseph RK. Evasn, 
(,eorge berate n, 
Clement C. Biddle, 
h.dward D. Ingraham, 
J. M. Barclay, 
EF. Littell, 
Samuel F. Smith, 
[saac W. Norris, 
Maryland ..... William W. Handy, 
Arnold D. Jones, 


Virginia eeenee Philip P. Barbour, 


Henry E. Watkins, enjamin F. Dabney, 
James M. Garnett, R. O. Grayson, 
Samuel L. Venable, Ss. A. Storrow, 


Thomas R. Dew, 
Woatker Hawes, 
Philip A. Dew, 

John Brockenbrough, 
‘Thomas Miller, 
VWoilliam G. Overton, 


. 


Charles Cocke, 
John W Jones, 
William O. Geode, 
William Townes, 
John Dickinson, 
Wiliam B. Rogers, 
William P. Taylor, 
John H. Bernard, 
Linn Banks, 
William H. Roane, 
James Lyons, 

John Tabb, 

James Jones, 
Thomas T. Giles, 
Archibald Bryce, Jr. 
James Magruder, 
Benjamin H. Magruder, 
William Daniel, Jr. 
S. H. Davis, 
Littleton Upsher. 


f:e rye ( : Dromzoole, 
Randolph Harrison, 
Richard Jones, 
Charles Yancey, 
Robert Hurt. 
Ferdinand W. Risque, 
Malcolm Macfarland, 
‘Thomas W. Gilmer, 
Burwell Bassett, 
H. R. Anderson, 
Josiah Ellis, 
Charles Everett, 
Alex. Gordon Knox, 
George M. Payne, 
James 38. Brander, 

North Carolina .Joseph B. Skinner, Joseph D. White, 
Louis D. Wilson, S. T. Sawyer, 
James Iredell, David Outlaw. 
William R. Holt, Thomas 8. Hoskins, 
Joseph B. G. Roulhac, John E. Wood, 
Wiliam W. Jones, J. W. Cochran, 
Edward B. Dudley. Nathaniel Bruer. 
William A. Blownt, 

South Carolina .James G. Spann, 
F. W. Davie. 
James Cuthbert, 
Thomas Pinckney, 
T. D. Singleton, 
William Butler, 
Joseph W. Allston, 
Henry N Cruger, 
Charlies Macbeth, 
A. P. Butler, 
H. A. Middleton, 
Thomas R. Mitchell, 
W. Wilkinson, 
Philp Tidyman, 
Stephen D. Miller, 
William Pope, 
John Fraser, 
Job Johnson, 

John D. Edwards, 


John Carter, 
Langdon Cheves, 
Joseph f°. Jenkins, 
Hugh Wilson, 

J. H. Glover, 

T. Pinckney Alston, 
Edward Richardson, 
William Harper, 
William C. Preston, 
Henry Middleton, 
Daniel E. Huger, 
Hugh 8. Legare, 
John Taylor, 
Thomson T. Player, 
J. Berkley Grimball, 
James Rose. 
Wilham Smith, 
Thomas Williams, Jr. 
Thomas Flemming. 
John Cumming, 
Seaborn Jones, 
Johu M. Berrien. 

P. Waters, 

Henry Goildthwaite, 
Ward Taylor, 
Archibald P. Baldwin, 
Witham J. Mason. 


Robert Habersham, 
Alexander Telfair, 


Benajah 8. Bibb, 
Enoch Parsons, 
Alfred V. Scott, 
John W. Moore, 
Howell Rose, 

»| Mississippi ....George Poindexter. 
Alexander Patton. 189 
NAYS: 


South Carolina.. Zachariah P. Herndon, Henry C. Young. 2 


been put on his motion to strike cut se much of Mr. BERRI-| assemble at New York. 


EN’S resolution, as required the attendance at Washington of 


the members of the Permanent Committee. _ 
The questicn was then put by the President. 





ment. If the Tariff Convention refused to confer with our 
Committee, we should appear advantageously before the pub- 
lic, as having made an offer for a friendly arrangement. 
Chanceller Harper, of South Carolina, eould see no possible 
good that would result from the appointment of such a Com- 
mittee. The two Conventions differ in principle. They he- 
lieve protection to manufactures to be ceustitutional. We be- 
lieve it to be uncoustitutional. Thev believe it to be right, 
we believe it to be wrong, to favor particular branches of indus- 
trv. It can hardly be expected that they will give up their 
principles, and we shall certainly not give up ours. There is 
no room for a compromise—no ground on which we can meet 


_ ope another half way. 


\ motion to adjourn, prevented the cnuestien from being 
taken on Mr. PotnpexTER’s resolution. 

In the afternoon session, the mames of the following centle- 
men were announced as constituting the 

PERMANENT COMMITTEE: 

Albert Gallatin. of New York, 
Henry Lee, of Massachusetts. 
William Hunter, of Rhode Istend. 
Roger Minot Sherman, of Connecticut. 
C. L. Hardenburg, of New Jersey. 
Clement C. Biddle, of Pennsylvania. 
George Hoffman, of Marylaud. 
Thomas R. Dew. of Vi-ginia. 
James trecdell, of North Carolina. 
William Harper, of Sonth Carolina. 
John M. Berrien. of Georgia. 
Enoch Parsons, of Alabama. 
William E. Butler, of Tenuessec. 


Chairman. 


. 


It was resolved that the Committee shculd have power to fill 
any vacancies that may occur in their own body. 

Inquiry was made if the committee ppointed to cenfer with 
the Philadelphia Delegation, on the ubj ct of the expenses of 
the Convention, was prepared to report. 


j 


Col BASSETT, from the committce, stated that it was the 


t t 
particular wish of the Philadelphia Delegation te he allowed 
to defray the expenses properly incident tothe meeting of the 
Convention, and the expenses cf printing. ‘The best wav, he 
added, tor the other delegations to express their sense of this 


kindness, would be, to take measures for having the account of 
the proceedings of the Convention re-printed and distributed 
in their respective States. 

Resolutiens cffering thanks to the Philad it 
ind requesting the members of the different Delegations to take 
measures for distributing an account the pr 
Convention, in their respective States, were then proposed by 
Col. Basset, and unanimously adop 

Mr. POINDEXTER’S resolntien { - intment of 
-ommittee to confer with the Tariff Convention, about to assem- 
ble in New York, was called up for ccnsiderat 


4‘ 


- 
-~ 
4 


7 ° - } 


A moticn was made to postpone the question indefinitely. 

Mr. POINDEXTER called for the Aves and Noes. 

Several gentlemen who were opposed to the resolution, cb- 
jected to this disposition of it, as not shewing sufficient re- 


sp ct tothe mover. 


Gen. PARSONS, of Alabama, said they had preceeded thus 
far in perfect good humor, and he would be grieved if any 
thing should now occur to imterrupt this harmony. He was 
opposed to the resolution, but he would not vote for its indeA- 


nite pestponement. 

On the question of indefinite postponement, the yeas were 127-- 
nays 37. [They will be given in our next. } 

Resclutions of thanks to the ind 
citizens of Philadelphia, were then unanimeusly adopted ; and 
the President delivered the following addrcss. 

Gentlemen of the Conventwn: The expression of my sincere and cor- 
dial thanks, is the only return which [ have to ofier you, for the appro- 
batory resolution which you have just passed. 

Not to feel gratified at such a manifestation of good opinion from such 
a body, would, on my part, betray an utter want of sensibility and of 
gratitude—not to acknowledge it, would be an equal want of candor. 

Gentlemen, you will pardon me for detaining vou a moment, in giving 
vent to feelings of another character im which | am sure every member 
present participates. 

We came hither, under extraordinary circumstances. We came in 
obedience to the wishes of the great community which we represent, to 
consult together, with a view to devise a constitutional and peaceable 
remedy, for the grievance of which they complained—that ts to say, a 
wrongial and oppressive system of taxation. We came amidst the 
hopes and fears of our constituents. They indulged, indeed, the hope of 
success; yet it was ahope clouded with the apprehension of failure, from 
that contrariety of views, and varying shades of opinion, which se often 
prevail in numerous assemblies of men. 

I congratulate you gentlemen—I congratulate our constituents, and 
our common country, nay, I congratulate the great principle of Free 
Trade of which we are the advocates, that the result of our deliberations, 
has more than realized all their fondest hopes, and more than disappoint- 
ed all their fearful apprehensions. 

it has done more—It has given to the wind, the ill-omened auguries 
of those who exultingly predicted, a plentiful harvest of distraction in our 
councils, and the scattering of fire brands, which would kindle the flame 
of civil war amongst our people Thank God! This was not our pur- 


‘ 





Mr. Poinpexter offered a resolution for the appointment of 
a Committee to confer with the Tariff Convention about to 


The adoption of this resolution would, he said, show a con- 
ciliatory spirit, and, perhaps, lead to a satisfactory arrange-' clared to be adjourned sine die. 


pose. This is not what we have done—we came here, with peace on 
| our lips, and in our hearts—we have spoken the language of peace and 
| friendly expostulation. We have appealed to our countrymen, and in 
; the name of justice, have cailed upon them, for a redress of our gitevan- 
ces. 

And will this appeal be in vain? I hope, I trust, [ believe, it will not. 

I persuade myself, that our countrymen will listen with respectful at- 
tention to the complaints of their brethren; I persuade myself, that Cun- 
ear to a remonstrance, coming from a quarter, and supported by a voice 
to which even the proudest mouarch, on a European throne, would fee! 
it to be his duty, to vouchsafe an atientive hearing. 

Should sach be the happy fruits of our deliberations, we may felici- 
tate ourselves upon having been embers of this body—we may well 
rejoice. that it will afford a new aud gratifying proof of the value of our 
Government. 











its ability, to carry us gloriousiy and triumphantly, through a perilious 
| strnggle with the most powerful nation of the earth. This would show 
| its happy aptitudes for a time of peace,—It would show that public 

opinion, enlightened by information,and guided by justice, will stamp its 
impress upon the legislative councils of the country. That its every 
form and pressure will be exhibited in the acts of that Legislature, dis 
pensing equal rights to each portion of the community, and causing every 
wave of discontent, which disturbs the repose of the society, to subside 
and settie down, into the profound calm of perfect contentment. 

That such may be the auspicious results of our deliberations, I invo!e 
the patriotism of our fellow-citizeus, | invoke the justice of our common 
country, I invoke the genius of the Constitution, and that spirit of har- 
mony which called it into being. 


"The address was received withJoud plaudits, and the Convention de- 


—— ee 





gress, too, tleir and eur representatives and servants, will not turn adeaf 


‘The expertence of the late war had furnished illusirions evidence of 
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FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTIONS. 


EXPENDITURES ror INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 
Under the Washington and Free Trade Policy. 





Narionar Exrexpirernes.—A document, yesterday transmitted from 
the ‘Treasury Department, in answer to a resolution of the House of 
itepresenutatives, passed at the last session of Congress, presents facts 
oY necessary to the formation of a proper estimate of the character 
and policy of the National Government. It is a “ Statement of the 
Disbursements made since the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 
under the following heads: Fortifications, Light-Houses, Public Debt, 
Revolutionary and other Pensions, and Internal Improvement ; show- 
ing. as far as practicable, the amount disbursed in each year, and in 


each State and Territory.” The statement comes up to the close of the 
vear 1"20, and exhibits the following aggregates: 

| Fortifications,.. 0. .00+sceeceeseecses++$13,420,639 24 
Light-Houses,.. .cccccccccccccccescccecedy whee lO ov 
Puliic Debt,......0. a eccccccecsocceveleeeenee on 
POENSIONS,...cccecececece pocccsccesapeseees a 
[minrovement,...e..ceccesceccesd, 310,930 1] 

The latter sum of expenditare, being that to which exception has been 

he score of its prodigality, embraces “the building of piers, 


. 
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and harbors, making roads, and removing obstruc- 
Aud, of the amount here stated, 82,443,420 20 was 


' don the Cumberland Road; leaving, for all other expenditures 
uprehensive head of Internal Improvementa, $2,507 509 
] —| Natwnal Intelligencer. 


as it is sometimes termed, 
advocate a scheme of Internal lin- 


provements to an extent sufficient to absorb all our surplus re- 
| 


‘The supporters of the taxing, or, 
the ** American System.” 


venue after the National Debt shall bave been paid ; thereby 
continuing a most enormens taxation ou the people, in order 
that certain wealihy classes, favorable to the views of Mr.Clay, 
may have the benefit of that taxation which compels the mass 
of the nation to consume the manufactures of New England, 


and the sugar of Louisiana, at double wuat they can be had 
for abroad, in exchange for agricultural produce. 

To sustain a system founded on the most unjust and anti- 
republican | rinciples, we are told that Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Monroe, were favorable to internal improvements 
being made at the national expense. No doubt there may be 
works so decidedly national in their character as to meet the 
universal approbation of ail sections, and, in such cases, there 
never has been, and probably never will be, any opposition to 
them. 

lt is not, then, to werks traly national, that an objection ts 
made by the opponents of the existing taxing system, but tc 
projects of a mere local and sectional character, contrived by 
artful and ambitious men, net so much with a view to the ge- 
neral welfare, as to the promotion of their own personal popu- 
larity and aggrandizement. 

I have said that the party in favor of the existing system of 
high duties and manufacturing monopolies advocated the ex- 
penditure of our future surplus revenue, which may, in 18:35, 
amount to 15 or 18,000,000 dollars, in Internal improvements. 
But this statement presents a very imperfect notion of the sums 
which would be extorted from the people, were the principle 
of building roads and canals, &c., at the expense of the nation, 
once established : for the projects presented to Congress, for 
public aid, in 1829 and 1830, amounted to one huodred mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Now, most of these schemes were strenuonsly advocated by 
the adherents of Mr. Clay, and more especially by the Dele- 
yates concerned in the favored manufactures of New England, 
and by those Members who have either a pecuniary or political 
dependence on them—a larger number, by far, than is gene- 
rally ime gined. These projects were pressed upon Congress, 
in the expectation, if successful, of increasing the popularity 
of Mr. Clay, and the mfluence and power of those favored 
wealthy classes who are his most efficient partisans and sup- 
porters. Had these efforts been successful, the nation would 
at this time have been involved in works that would have re- 
quired perhaps twenty or thirty millions of dollars per annum, 
and these would have ied the way to still larger appropriations 
for future applications, which could not then have been refus- 
ed, without the grossest partiality to the favored applicants. 

Sut, it will still be urged, in spite of the roinous con- 
sequences which must flow from Government undertaking 
internal improvements, that such was the policy under 
the Administrations of Washington. and Jefferson, and their 
successors ; and there are thousands, nay, millions, who are 
so indifferent, or so ignorant, on this subject, as'to believe that 
such was the policy pursued from the origin of our Govern- 
nent. 
| am glid, then, Mr. Editor, to present to your readers the 
‘ statement, from one of the most respectable journals on 
side of extreme duties, novopolies, and internal improve- 
‘the National Intelligencer,)—which must satisfy every 
rman who believes in its accuracy—and it comes from an offi- 
cial souree—of the utter falsity of those who claim Washing- 

u and Jefferson as having countenanced the system of extra- 
vagant expenditure which is advocated by the party now at- 
iempting to overthrow the Administration, and to unsettle the 
principles on which the happiness and duration of this Confe- 
deracy rests. 

It would appear, then, by the National Intelligencer, that, 
from the adoption of our Constitution, in 1789, to 1829—forty 
years—the whole sum expended for internal improvements 
amounted only to $5,310,930, or $132,773 per annom! 

Let the candid reader, to whatever party hc may belong, 
compare this sum, taken from one of the most judicious parti- 
sans of the wealthy manufacturers aud their political head, 
with the whole surplus revenue, of 15 or $18,000,000, which 
the supporters of the American System say they shall expend 
in projects of various kinds, should they succeed in elevating 
to power the man who has shown such a devotion to the inter- 
ests of the few, at the expense of the many—of the wealthy 
capitalists of New England, iron masters of the Middle States, 
and sugar planters of the South, at the expense of the millions 
who are burcened with taxes—thas the rich may become rich- 
er, and the poor poorer. 

Washington, Jefferson, and those who practised on their 
principles, were so cautious of imposing taxes on the people 
for purposes not essential to the general welfare, tbat their an- 
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ments, 








nual expenditure for forty years was ouly $132,773—while the 
party in favor of taxation and monopolies have pledged them- 
selves for an expenditure of at least $15,000,000 per annum, 
and will no doubt actually expend double that sum, should 
they unfortunately prevail at the ensuing Presidential Election. 
AN ENEMY TO UNJUST TAXATION. 
Boston, September 9th, 1831. 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 





TO THE HON. ALBERT G. HAWES, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM KENTUCKY. 





Sir: [sometimes since read in the ** Banner of the Consti- 
tation,” au address from you, on the subject of the dangerous 
doctrines and mischievous effects resulting from the gross abuse 
of the good feelings of the Western people, by a powerful 
party, who, under the pretence of promoting the interests of the 
farmers of Kentucky, Ohic, &c., had forced upon the nation a 
system of laws, utterly repugaaut to the principles of a free 


Government, and equally injurious to the great interests of 
the people in every section of the Union. 


‘The opinions expressed by you, of the bad effects, and still 
worse tendencies, of this unconstitutional and oppressive sys- 
lem, correspond with those which are pretty universally en- 
tertained in this quarter, by all who have no pecuniary interest 
iu these favored branches of business, cotton and woollen 
manufactures, for the promotion of which the Tariff of 1828 
was chiefly enacted, though the manufacturers, who influenced 
or controlled the Congress which passed that act, affected to 
give a share of the Protecting System to the farmers of the 
Middle and Western States. 

it is, sir, a subject of infinite gratification among the well- 
wishers to the general prosperity and peace of the country in 
this quarter, to see men of intelligence, character, and influence 
in the West, coming out boldly in opposition to a system, 
which benefits only a few thousand iron-masters, sugar-plan- 
ters. glass-makers, and wealthy capitalits engaged in supplying 
clothing to the poor and middling classes, at double what it 
would cost for similar articles which might be obtained abroad, 
and that, too, in exchange for the productions of the agricul- 
tural Slates. 

The effects, then, of this system, as regards your constituents, 
and the people of the agricultural States generally, is to add 
immensely to the cost of sugar, iron, salt, cottons, woollens, 
linen, molasses, &c., while it cuts off the foreign demand for 
the products of their soil, a necessary consequence of which 
has been a fall of 33¢ to 50 per centum in the prices of agricul- 
tural produce. It is not, however, my intention te go minutely 
into the injurious consequences of the anti-agricultural sys- 
tem, as they appear now to be well understood in all quarters 
of the Union; but there is one feature of the system, which 
seems to be hidden from the gentlemen of the West, and that 
is, the designed evasion of the spirit and intention of the Act of 
1828, whenever it suits the iaterest of the New England * in- 
corporated manufacturers,” who are, in fact, in connection 
with the political partisans of Mr. Clay, the most efficient 
supporters of the Act of [e22. 

it must, sir, be within your recollection, that the chief in- 
ducements held out to the people of the West, for their support 
of the Act of 1825, were, to secure the entire home market for 
the wool, hemp, and whiskey, of the Western and Middle 
States, which were, as was alleged, interferred with by 
importaions of similar foreign articles. ‘Join us, in support 
of the American System, aud we will secure to you the home 
market for hemp, spirits, and wool,” was the language held 
by the cotton and woollen manufacturers of New Eugland, to 
the yeomanry of the Middle and Western sections. 


Let us now see what has heen the practical operation of the 
Act of 182k, in securing the promised boon of the home 
market, by excluding the importations of hemp and wool, and 
advaucing the prices of grain, by promoting distillation, which 
was one of the most important benefits held out to the people 
of Keatucky and other grain-growing States. 

First, thea, asto hemp: The addition to the duty on this 
staple, was most strenuously opposed by those Members of 
Congress most closely connected with the incorporated manu- 
facturers of New England—many of whom are either partici- 
pators in the immense profits on cottons aud woollens, or de- 
pendants on those who are concerved in them. Failing of 
this, however, their efforts were bent upon giving much less 
protection to hemp than to woolleus. ‘The duties on woollens 
range from 50 to 200 per centum, which is only about two- 
thirds the rates demanded by Mr. Webster, Mr. Gorham, Mr. 
Silsbee, Mr. Crowninshield, and other New England members, 
who are not only the Congressional partisans of the * incorpo- 
rated manufacturers,” but are themselves mombers of these 
powerful corporations, who, by their wealth, have, for some 
years, controlled our National Legislature, while they demand- 
ed 50 to 300 per cent. on woollens, in the plea of its being 
an act of patriotism to protect home industry, while they re- 
sisted a duty of 50 up to 604 per centum ou hemp—and why ? 
Because, while they manufactured the one, they imported the 
other ! 

The duty on molasses was also resisted, and, though carried 
in 1A2S, it has since been reduced—and why has it been re- 
duced ? Because the distillers of New England, who think 
30 to 200 per centum on woollens, and 30 to 150 per centum on 
cottons, too low a reward for their labors, want the profits of 
supplying the country with a foreign article, instead of consum- 
ing a much better article distilled from western grain. 

The increased duty on wool was also most violently op- 
posed by the same class of men, who insist upon bringing 
down the action of a Government, intended for the welfare of 
thirteen millions, to the interests of a few thousand wealthy 
manufacturers. It is true, that they in part failed of their 
wishes, but itis equally true that, by some means or other, more 
wool bas been introduced from abroad, since the commence- 
ment of 1831, than was ever before imported in the same pe- 


‘riod of time, and thus bas the wool-grower, the hemp-grower, 


and the grain-grower, of the Western and Middle States, 
been again cheated out of those benefits which, though prom- 
ised them by the cunning, wealthy manufacturers, it was never 
intended they should enjoy. 

In a future communication, | shall show in what way the 
hemp-grower is defrauded of the benefit of the increased daty 
on his staple, by the wealthy merchants of the Eastern States, 





owners of cotton and woollen factories, and desirous of con- 
fining the benefits of the taxing system to such articles as they 
manufacture. 

Your obedient servant, 


A MANUFACTURER, 
but not an advocate of high duties. 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 





PROGRESS OF LIBERAL FEELINGS. 


The following is an extract from Mr. Ingham’s address to 
his friends and neighbors, at a meeting held to welcome his 
return among them : 

It ought not to be disguised that the final extinguishment of the Pub- 
lic Debt, which is very near at hand, will present a new crisis in the 
affairs of our country. The public mind should, therefore, be familiar- 
ized to it, and preparation made in advance for the event. To continue, 
permanently, upon the people, taxes equal to ten millions of dollars, the 


current expenses of the Government, will, | most conscientiously be- 
lieve, hazard the existence of this Union ; and, the more we disregard 
the complaints of those who think themselves aggrieved, the wore ra- 
pidly will that great evil be hastened. What can compensate for the 
breaking up of a Contederation, which is the highest, and may be the 
last, hope of hberty?) On the other hand, suddenly and indiscrimin- 
ately to reduce the impost duties to the scale of revenue for current ex- 
penditures, would cause a scene of ruin which cannot be described. I 
have no doubt but all these evils may be averted, and, instead of mul- 
tiplying antagonist interests, and exciting animosity and hatred through 
ont the nation, marked by geographical boundaries, (the most danger- 
ous of all.) that measures might be adopted, which would preserve 
every interest of the country, in the operation of which every section 
would be reconciled ; and which would, in fact, draw together the dif- 
ferent parts with bonds of affection founded in mutual personal as well 
as political interests. ‘The successful adaptation of these measures to 
their end, will require not less of the spirit of patriotistn, and of com- 
promise, than knowledge of the condition, and skill in the arrangement, 
of our diversified pursuits. ‘The system is complex, and simplicity can 
only be restored by slow degrees ; and the time is at hand when the 
work should be in progress. The difficulties are great, but they are 
not insurmountable—and the object is worthy of the highest effort of 
human intelligence. ‘To establish more firmly the bonds of the Union 
—not by physical power, but by means of the moral cements mutual 
affection and mutual interest—is a work of the most exalted character ; 
and, when accomplished, will perpetuate an undisturbed possession of 
our rich inheritance, not only to our posterity, but render it, at no die 
tant day, by the mere force of example, not less valuable to the cause 
of human liberty and happiness throughout the world. This work, ao 
far as it depends on the Treasury Department, has now been commit- 
ted, [ trust, to abler hands—and I devoutly hope it may meet with the 
attention and success it so well deserves. 

Mr. Ingham, as is well known, has uniformly been an advo- 
cate, not for extreme‘duties of 50 to 200 per centum on those 
articles which happen to be made chiefly by the * incorporat- 
ed manufacturers of New England, but for such moderate 
duties on all foreign importations, as would promote the pub- 
lic revenue, and at the same time give all interests a reasona- 
ble protection, without imposing heavy burdens on the people. 
With this portion of the advocates for a Protecting System, 
there can be no difficulty in compromising the great and dan- 
gerous question which now divides the nation ; but, unfortu- 
uately, the incorporated manufacturers of New England, and 
the sugar planters of the South, who have so long enjoyed 
their dividends of 10, 15, and even 25, per cent.—so far from 
thinking of a compromise, those who will pot go with them 
to extremes, as well as their decided opponests, they place at 
utter defiance ; and some of them have put ia motion their 
ways and means, for the purpose of obtaining still higher du- 
ties. In truth, they openly respond to the sentiments and de- 
clarations of Mr. Clay, who has uniformly pledged himself, in 
the event of his elevation to power, to carry the existing sye- 
tem of taxation and mouopolies much beyond their present 
enormity. It is this assurance which has secured that gentle- 
man so liberal aud ardent a support from the wealthy capital- 
ists of New England and some of the Middle States: and it 
is the bounteous dis:ribution of the wealth and patronage of 
this same order of men, that carried the TariT Acts of 182 
and 1828 to those ex remes on the duties of 50 to 200 per cent. 
on the favored fabrics of New England, which, in fact, are the 
principal sources of all the dissatisfaction which pow exists 
through the Union. 

The New England incorporated manufacturers, who have 
so long enjoyed their dividends of 15 to 25 per centum, with 
that blindness whicl is characteristic of avarice, are for pusb- 
ing matters to extremes ; and, if their plans arrive at their 
completion, the end will be disunion or civil war, since there 
is at least eight, an! probably ten, States, who will take the 
ground of unconstitutionality, and will deal with the system 
accordingly, unless the contest is soon terminated, by a broad 
ani liberal compromise. 

I have said there were two divisions of the Tariff Party, hav- 
ing entirely different objects in view. The one, to which Penn- 
syivania, Ohio, Keatucky, Indiana, &c., chiefly belong, eall 
for moderate duties, favorable, according to their views, to the 
promotion of all branches of domestic industry. This portion 
of our opponents I call the Natioual Party. 

There is another much smaller division, consisting chiefly of 
the incorporated manufacturers in New England, the sugar 
planters in the South, and a few allies in the Middle aud West- 
ern States, whe dewand an extension of even the existing sys- 
tem of taxing the poor for the benefit of the rich. 

It is this small, but wealthy and powerful faction, who have 
so long iuflueuced or controlled a majority in our National Le- 
gislature, that good wen of all parties should join in resisting ; 
aud T am glad to sce such men as Mr. Ingham, and other leading 
gentlemen of the Western and Middle States, coming out bold- 
ly in favor of a system of conciliation. 


Let the Representatives of the Middle and Western States, 
who seek only for a moderate protection, which shall be gene- 
ral, in opposition tothe Delegates of the incorporated manu- 
facturers, who ask for enormous duties on such goods as they 
make, and low ones on all which they do not manufacture— 
come together, in aspirit of liberal and just concession to all 
the great interests o° the country—and the result must be, a 
permanent National Tariff, that wiil be acceptable to a vast 
majority of the nation. 

Io this way, and this alone, can the country be restored te 
that pence and harmony, without which the Union cannot long 


continue. 
AN IMPARTIAL MAN. 





Massachusetts, September 9, 183). 
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FREE TRADE CONVENTION. 


Monpay, Ocroser 3, 1831. 


The following are copies of the Resolations this day offered to the 
General Committee : 

Resolution of Mr. Jones, of Georgia : 

Resolved, That the existing Tariff Laws of Congress, so far as they 
go to the protection of manufactures, and exceed the purposes of reve- 
uae, are manifest violations of the true intent and spirit of the Consti- 
tion, inexpedient, unequal in their operation, oppressive, and unjust ; 
and that the Committee appointed by this Convention be instructed 
particularly to insist on the same in the Memorial to Congress, and in 
the Address te the People of the United States. , 

Resolution of Mr. Crarr, of Maine: 

Resolved, That the present Tariff System is unjust—as it is unequal 
in its operation ; oppressive—inasmuch asa public burden for the ben- 
efit of a few ; impolitic—os subversive of the harmony of the Union; and 
unbecoming a free Republic—being a departure from the spirit which 
actuated the framers of the Constitation, and was adopted in compro- 
mise. Special not being allowed to conflict with general interest; pub- 
lic good being the base of public acts. 

Resolutions of Mr. Poispexter, of Mississippi: 

1. Resolved, That’ we feel the strongest attachment to the Union of 
the States composing the Confederacy of the U. States—and that we 
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honors, to defend the same 
against encroachments, internal and external, whieh may threaten its 
duration. which sentiment we cannot be indaced, by any emergency, 
to yield, while the liberty of the people is preserved, and the rights of 
the parties to the compact respected, according to the provisions of the 
Constitution. 

2. Resolred, That all laws regulating labor, by penal enactments, by 
boanties, or monopolies, are inconsistent with the principles of free 
government, and a palpae violation of the inherent and inalienable 
rights of a free people; and contrary to the letter and spirit of the Con- 
sutation of the United States. 

3. Resolved, that the obvious and legitimate object of a written Con- 
stitution is, to define the powers of the Government; to limit the action 
of the majority; and to protect the rights of the minority from invasion, 
by a usurpation of powers not enumerated in the grant. : 

"4. Resolred, That the Law of Congress, entitled *‘ An Act in altera- 
tion of the several acts imposing duties on imports,” passed on the 9th 
day of May, 1822, is unequal in its operation on the great interests of 
the nation, and oppressive on agriculture, commerce, and navigation : 
That said Act recognizes and imposes a system of taxation falling with 
peculiar isjastice on those who cultivate the soil, and supply, by their 
industry, the export trade of the United States, and on all others not 
immediately engaged in manufactures: That, in effect, it assumes a 
power, unknown to the Constitution, to regulate labor, by bounties and 
monopolies ; to the unlimited exercise of which power, a free eople 
cannot, and ought not, to submit, when all hope of redress shall have 
vanished. tad 

5. Resolved, That a solemn appeal be made to the patriotism and 
justice of the People of the United States, to unite in obtaining such 
modifications of the existing Tariff as may be essential to all the im- 
portant interests of the People, and calculated to quiet the fears, and 
satisfy the reasonable demands, of every section of the Union ; and, 
aiso, that a Memorial, of like import, be addressed to the Congress of 
the United States, to be presented at their next session. 

6. Resolred, That the preceding resolutions be referred to such Com- 
mittee as may be appointed to prepare the aforesaid Address and Me- 
morial. 





From the Phailade lphia Gazette. 





Wepnespay. Ocroner 5, 1831. 


At twelve o'clock the meeting was called to order. 

The minntes of the last meeting were read by the Secretary. 

The following letter from James Ronatpsos, Esq. of Philadelphia, 
was received, and read to the Convention. 


To the President and Members of the Free Trade Contention at Philadel- 
phaa. 
Cepar Street, September 11, 1891. 

Gentlemen: The characters of the members of this Assembly have 
led us to conclude, that they have met, not to distract the public mind, 
by theorizing on abstract and doubtful prinesples of civil right: but to 
develope useful facts—the knowledge of whieh may advance the gen- 
eral prosperity of the United States, and the comfort and respectability 
of our fellow-citizens. 

The world has seen the greatest divines, and most learned men, met 
in council, to determine the abstract rights and obligations of religion, 
and has seen them part without having acquird credit for themselves, 
or benefitting society. The results might have been far happier, had 
the same Assembly confined its attention to these practical subjects of 
moral duty, in which every individual has to play his part. 

Now, facts, in the deliberations of commerce, and political economy, 
are as useful as simple good morals are in religwn. : 

These prefatory remarks are intended to intralace to your notice one 
of these—an occurrence of common nature—tut to explain the canes 
of which may have a bearing on the subject, far which your honorable 
body has assembled. 

Four years since, being engaged with an unéertaking of some mag- 
nitade, (the construction of a cemetery, on a new plan) and, as its suc- 
cesa was very doubtful, economy of expenditure was an important 
object. ' 

A large quantity of Frou was required for railing, Xe. Accordingly, 
1 personally waited on the principal iron founders, inquiring on what 
terms i might be furnished. 

The lowest price was sizty-fire dollars per ton; six tens being 
wanted. ‘This was in the year 1-26. 

This present year (1831) having occasion toenlarge the cemetery, 
there is needed about the same quantity of iron—and of the same de- 
scription. 

On writing to the iron masters, I find that they are ready to furnish 
the same quality of iron, at fifty-fire dollars per ten. 

This isa strikingly obvious fall of price; andthe fact must be inter- 
esting to vour honorable body. 

I trust the communication will be assigned toits proper motive, viz : 
that you may, by facts, and not theory, understund what the policy of 
our Government is producing, in the affairs of eur country. 

And I would respectfully recommend, that this Convention would 
appoint a Committee to inquire into the causes which have reduced 
the price of iron, in four years, $10 per ton, or 15.7 per cent. on the 
highest price. . 

And I would farther respectfully suggest, that the Committee be in- 
structed to report an opinion on the following query : What would be 
the effect, on the price of iron, of perfect confidence on the part of the 
pnblic and iron facturers—that the present system is pot ancer- 
tain and vacillating, but a permanent one? 

A simple redaction has taken place in the article of Sugar, which 
equally deserves your especial attention. 

There are other commodities, the produce of your country, and of the 
labor of your fellow-citizens, which are regalarly coming into market, 
of improved quality, and redaced price; these will, no doubt, in the 
eonrse of your investigations, be duly considered, 

All which is ully submitted, in the sincere hope that your 
honorable Convention may prove a benefit to your eountry, be 
productive of no evil. JAMES RONALDSON. 


Mr. Mircuete said, that he had a proposition to submit to the Con- 





———— 


thing which was peculiarly of a practical nature—of one thing he was 
certain, if his proposition was weak or ill advised—it would be rejected 
by the good sense of the Conveution—and if he should stumble on a 
oe suggestion, he would have the happiness to reflect that his labors 

ad not been in vain. Mr. M. said, that one of the most unjust and 
oppressive features of the Tariff was the mode in which duties were 
assessed. According to his understanding of the Act, there were three 
sets of duties—specific, minimum, avd ad valorem duties. ‘The two 
first were fraught with injustice, and violated every principle of com- 
mon sense. In both of them the rate of duty was high when the 
article was of inferior quality and of low price; or the rate of duty 
was low where the article was high and of superior quality. It was 
specifically a tax on the poor, laid on articles of food and clothing. As 
in the instance of Coffee, the offal of the West India market selling at 
9 cents a pound, paid the same duty with the delicious coffee from 
Ariabia, which cost 25 or 30 cents the pound. Here the poor man paid 
a duty 334 per cent. on the cost of what he drank, while the rich man 
paid only a duty of 10 per cent. This was contrary to every principle 
of common sense. So it was with the duty on Woollens. ‘The coarse 
woollens worn by the poor man paid 75 or 100 per cent. duty on the 
cost, while the fine woollens of the rich man paid no more than 45 per 
cent. Mr. M. said, this was intolerable injustice. Mr. M. was for abolish- 
ing these duties, and substituting an ad valorem duty on all imports. 
This was the fair duty. The burden or tax was proportioned to the 
pockets of the consumer. He begged leave to submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolred, That the General Committee do inquire into the expediency 
of recommending to Congress the abolition of specific and minimum 
duties, and the substitution of an ad valorem duty on all imports. He 
moved that it should be referred t6 the General Committee. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Joves, of Georgia, it was 

Resolred., That the Convention accept, with sratefiut acknow!ledg- 
ments the copies of the Report of the Committee on Commerce, pre- 
sented to them through the medium of Mr. Mumrorp, of New York. 

The Secretary informed the President. that letters of invitatioa to 
visit the exhibition of the Frankiin Institute, were deposited on his 
table. ‘There was a letter of invitation to each member of the Con- 
vention. 

The President repeated the notice from the Chair. 

Qin motion of Col. Preston, of South Carolina, it wa: 

Resolved, ‘That a Committee be appointed to inquire when the Gene- 
ral Committee would be prepared to report. 

Col. Prestoy, and Mr. Roaxe, of Virgmia, who were appointed on 
on this Committee, returned with information, that the General Com- 
mittee would make a report either in full or in part, in a few minutes. 

Col. Basser, of Virginia, offered a resolution, that a Committee be 
appointed to raise funds to defray the expenses incident to the meeting 
of the Convention. 

Mr. Ricwarv Price, of Philadelphia, said, he hoped the resolution 
would not be adopted. The Pennsylvania delegation had made ar- 
rangements for detraying the expenses of the meeting 

Dr. Tipymay, of South Carolina, said, the Convention was indebted 
to the politeness of the Philadelphia Delegation for the arrangements 
made for the accommodation of the meeting: but there would be ex- 
penses for printing, which he hoped the members of the Convention 
generally would be suffered to defray. 

Mr. Price said, the expenses of pnnting had entered into the calcu- 
lation of the Philadelphia Committee 

Many Gentleman said, they could not consent that the Philadelphia 
Delegation and the citizens of Philadelphia, should bear all the expenses 
of the Convention: and it was 

Resolred, That a Committee be appointed to confer with the Phila- 
delphia Delegation on the subject. 

About one o'clock the General Committee entered the room. 

Mr. Gacratix, the Chairman, said, they must request further time 

for consideration. One of the papers the Committee had been direct- 
ed to have prepared, had been submitted to them that morning. It was 
a long and eloborate document. ‘They had not had time to go through 
it, in the manner they desired. If farther time was granted to the 
Committee, it would probably prove a saving of time to the Cenven- 
tion. He was instracted to say, that the Committee would be prepared 
to report at 4 o'clock. 
Col. Swett, of Massachusetis, said, it was important to economize 
ume. And the Convention might profitably employ its time in traus- 
acting other business, while the Committee was engaged in its delibe- 
rations. Many of the members would soon be anxious to go home, 
as they had other business to attend to. He would, therefore, move 
that the Committee have leave to sit during the sessions of the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Berries, of Georgia, said, he should regret the adoption of 
this course. The continuance of the Convention in session, while the 
Committee was necessarily absent, would subject those members who 
were on the Cemumittee, to an inconvenience to which they ought net 
to he subjected. 

Col. Swrtt withdrew his motion, and it was 

Resolred, That there should be a recess till 4 o’cleck. 





Afternoon Session. 


The Convention met at 4 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Barcray, of Philadelphia, it was 

Resolred, That Judge Batpwi» be invited to take a seat within 
the bar. 

Mr. Banrcray, in answer to an inquiry made by some members, 
said, he had seen Judge B. among the auditors during the day. 

Mr. Berrien said, the General Committee was prepared to report, 


United States, which they had ordered to be submitted to the Conven- 
tion for consideration. 

The address was then read, by Mr. Berrien, in a distinct, emphatic 
manner, so that it could be heard in the most remote parts of the 
spacious hall. [See first page. ] 

At the conclusion of the reading of the address, loud applauses were 
given. 

Mr. Joxxs, of Georgia, then rose, and expressed his admiration of 
the general character of the address. But as this was a business of 
great moment, and nothing should be done partialy, he would, to allow 
the members time for deliberation, and to aflord them an opportunity of 
examining the address, move that it be laid on the table, and that 300 
copies be printed for the use of the members. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Convention adjourned to 10 
o'clock on Tharsday. 





Tuvrspay, Ocroner 6, 1831. 


At ten o'clock the President took his seat: aud the minutes of the 
preceeding meeting were read by the Secretary. 

It being then stated that the printer had not ready the copies of the 
Address to the People, which had been ordered to be printed fer the 
use of Members, the Convention took a recess till one o'clock. 

At one o'clock, the President resumed the Chair. 

The following letter from Mr. Sarcner, of Philadelphia, was read. 


Puiuapepreria. October 5, 1831. 


Sir: A printed letter with Mr. Ronaldson’s name subscribed to it, 
was handed to me at the adjournment of the Convention this evening, 
——— my Opinion on the statement therein contained, as a practi- 
eal man: 

First, Mr. Ronaldson states, “that he was told that sixty five dollars 
was the ee oad ve per ton, that Iron for Railing, (I presume east 





iron,) could be farnished for, in 1826, and in the present year, he is 
offered the arma anality of iron at $55 per ton, or at a redaction $10 


and that, by their direction, he would read an address to the People of 


———— A 





—— 


vention, which he thought of great importance. He knew that he was |in four years, equal to 15.7 per cent. on the highest price.” I answer by 
not a practical man, and therefore felt great timidity in submitting any | the following facts, (not theory,) the greater fall of the same article in 
foreign markets; price of Cast Iron in Great Britain in the following 


years : 
1225 £7 15 rton $34 44 Duty $14 per ton. 
1226 5 00 o 2 ‘ 2 sé ty é éé 
1830 3 76 se 15 00 as 12 50" 
Is3l 3 50 14 44 ry 6s és 


Average of the first two years, £6 7 6, on which the duty operated 


thirty-five per cent. 


Average of the last two years, £3 6 3 or $14 72, duty as before 


stated, $12 50 per ton, or &14 per cent. 


The foregoing, plainly shows, that our high duty on Iron keeps it from 
falling in the same ratio that it would do was it not for the specific 
daty, which operates in an advancing ratio, equal to the fall in price in 
foreign markets; we see that the duty during the first two years was 
only 35 per cent., whilst, in the two last, it was 814 per cent., the addi- 
tional duty of 2 50 of 1828 included; the fall has been nearly one half 
in Great Britain, and in this country only 15.7 per cent.; these are 
facts, not the theory insinuated by Mr. Rosatpson, that high daties 
make cheap goods. In the next paragraph Mr. R. says, * That y: 
may, by facts, and not theory, understand what the policy of our Go- 
vernment is producing in the affairs of our country.” The present 
policy of the iron masters and their friends, has produced an anotmaly 
in legislation never before heard of, viz: giving a bounty of $56 =) 
per ton on iron. provided it be manufactured in a foreign country ; for 
these facts see ‘‘ Banner of the Constitution” of this day, which I am 
prepared to prove by invoices, “ and not theories,” in my possession. 
Again, Mr. R. asks, “‘ What would be the effect on the price of iron, of 
perfect confidence on the part of the public and iron mannfacturers— 
that the present system is not uncertain and vacillating, but a perma- 
nentone?”’ A repetition of what it was in 1212, °13 and ’14, to double 
the present price of iron, which is double and treble of what it is in 
some markets, and deteriorate its quality, which is alread bad enough, 
as it did then, and a short supply and bad assortment, by which the 
country would be still more oppressed. For the illustration of the fore- 
going, | herewith send a sample of English cast iron, which cost 12 ©, 
or $2 77 at the par of exchange for 112 lbs.; and a sample of Aweri- 
ean, Which cost $5 for the 112 lbs., the quality and finish of which the 
Convention will have an opportunity of judging; the invoice and bil!s 
will be produced, if required; as I want facts “ not theories.” [leave 
the mode of elucidating these facts more fully to the wisdom of the 
Convention, and do not presume to distract or propose the means to our 
Convention, much less would I do so, to that to which Mr. R. isa 
Delegate. 
Very respectfully, JOHN SARCHET, 

A Practical Blacksmith. 
To the President of the Free Trade Convention. 

N. B. I also had a few copies of a Petition, presented to Congress in 
1-30, by which it will be seen, that the tax on iron alone, for a ship of 
oU0 tons, is $1295, at which rate, the tax on our shipping interest 
amounts to $200,000 per annum, and on cut nails 2 cents per Ib. The 
irou-men state that 40,000 tons of iron are used for nails, making the 
tax, by their account,on cut nails alone, $1,700,000 ; whilst the value of 
all the trou made by them, and which comes to the sea-board, is only 
worth $430,000, enclusive of dutyfor bounty. 

Mr. Mircnett made a motion to have the letter printed, as, in his 
opinion, it contained facts of considerable weight. 

Col. Butter thought it would be an act of courtesy, to include in 
the motion the letter of Mr. Rowarpson. 

Several gentlemen thought it unnecessary to take an order for print- 
ing the letter, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Crveer, of South Carolina, said, that more importance had been 
attached to the suject than it perhaps merited. But, as several gen- 
tlemen seemed to take an interest in it, he would mention that iron 
ready prepared for rail roads, had been imported this year at 444 dollars 
a ton, including freight, insurance, commission, and charges. This was 
1] dollars less than the price mentioned by Mr. Roxarnsoy. 

The copies of the Address not having been received from the prin- 
ter, as expected, several motions were made to take a recess till 4 o’clk., 
or to adjourn tll 10 the next morning. The question on one of these 
motions had been put, and would have been carried in the affirmative. 
when just at this moment, some copies of the address were received, 
and distributed among the members. 

A motion was then made and carried, that the Convention should re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider the address to 
the people, reported by the General Committee. 

Mr. Jonxs, of Georgia, opposed this motion, as calenlated to defext 
the object of printing the Address for the use of Members. But few 
of them had obtained a copy of the Address. Not one of them had 
had time to read it, much less to study it. He must have a very strong 
memory, who could recollect all the particulars, and couple them pro- 
perly together, after hearing them once read. Could, then, the Mem- 
bers of the Convention be said to be prepared to decide on this impor- 
tant document? 

Several gentlemen who were very anxious to save time, thought 
some progreas might be made in the consideration of the Address, not- 
withstanding the unfavorable circumstances mentioned by Mr. Jones, 
and others, and the Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Banxs, of Virginia, in the Chair. 

The Chairman had read but one or two paragraphs of the Address, 
when Mr. Berrien. and several other Members of the General Com- 
mittee, who had been engaged with business in another room, entered 
the saloon. 

In a short and forcible appeal to the Chair, Mr. Berrien stated that 
the object in view in having the address printed for the use of Mem- 
bers, would he defeated by thus proceeding to discuss it section by see- 
tion, before having studied *. He had been engaged in an earnest 
endeavor to remove some difficulties which had been started, when he 
unexpectedly heard that the Convention had resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to discuss this subject. He begged Members to 
panse, and suspend their deliberations, till they had time to study the 
Address in their clossets. 

Col. Prestos, who had made the motion to go into Committee of the 

Vhole, said, he must, in justice to hithself, and to prevent mistake, 
state his motive. In the House, he had made a motion to adjourn, and 
had been overruled by a proposition to bring on the discussion of the 
Address. He had then moved to go into Committee of the Whole. 
believing that a hasty discussion in the Committee of the Whole, 
would be less injurious, than a discussion in the House. He depreecat- 
ed a debate, without previous deliberation. 

By a unanimous vote, the Committee of the Whole then rose, re- 

rted progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Adjourned till 10 o'clock on Friday. 





Fripar, Ocroser 7, 1831. 


After the minutes of the last meeting had been read by the Secre- 
tarv— 

Mr. Berries rose and proposed to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from the farther consideration of the Address to the People. 
There was, he said, a perfect accordance of sentiment among mem- 
bers, on one of the two distinct views offered in the Address. On the 
other, there was a diversity of opinion—a diversity having reference, 
not to the correctness or incorrectness of the argument, (for the discus- 
sion of this had been waved,) but to the expediency of introducing it 
into the Address az a statewent of the feelings of part of the American 


people. 

i the a should be considered in the Committee of the Whole, 
it might to unnecessary 

any amendment could be moved, the same as in Committee of the 
Whole and 


discussion. If brou into the House, 











might, by a record of their names, express their 
jectionable. 


disseat to any part they thought objecti 
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for removing a great evil under which the country was suf- 
vw and they were perplexed with opinions on a Constitu- 
qu 


estion. He was not prepared to decide that questic:, 
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posing duties on some articles, and not on others, is to protect some | . 


artic! and not others. Uf the impositiwn of duties raises prices so 
high as to make the mannifacture of them profitable at home, it isa 
consequence which Hows from the granted power, and which cannot 
be avoide i. | hope gentlemen will see the propriety of not going into 
discussion. We are all ardently devoted to the Constitution, and let 
us not support impracticable constructions of that imstrument 

My object in rising, said Mr. Jones, is not so much to 
eatisty the Convention that the motion of the gentleman from 38. Car- 
olina ought not to prevail, as to endeaver to induce him to withdraw it. 
The ilustrations of the gentleman showed the incidental power of Con- 
Lo motect manufactures 


of Georgia, 


Tres ~ 


neculiar—*Cougress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, daties, 


imposts, and excises —" Imposts” is a technical term—by It is meant a | 


duty on imports. The Constitution, then, has given to @ongress the 
dizect » wer to impose them, and it inevitably follows. in the exercise of 
this power, that, in laying a duty on LIN Posts, pr ection must be given 
to mannfaectures of the same character. If Congress have the power to 
lay and collect imposts, it must have the power to arrange them, and, in 
doing this, manufactures must be protected to a greater or less extent. 
We have never denied to Congress this power. We object to the 
of it: While we admit the nght in Congress to lay imnposts to 
raise a revenue to pay the public debt, and discharge the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Government, we deny the right to extend it beyond those 
purposes, for the protection of manafactures. Upon this we take our 
stand, and the sentiment is universal, from Mason and Dixon’s line to 
Louisiana: that every Tarilf law, which goes beyonc the purposes of 
revenne for the protection of manufactares, is unconstitutional, and 
contrary to the true intent and meaning of the framers of the instra- 
ment. , We know alaw m iy be so framed, as not to show, in its ttle 
and varions sections, that it is not constitutional, and that the Judiciary, 
when called to decide on it, may, from respect to a co-ordinate depart- 
nent, be compelec | to declare it constitational: not so with Legislators. 
They are bound to leok to the motives of the advocates, the objects, 
and the effect of the law, and, from them, to determine whether it be a 
vislation of the true intentand meaning of the Constitution; and, while 
a judge may be constrained to pronounce tt constitutional, the legislator, 
in voting for it, may be entirely regardless of the oath which requires 
him to defend the Constitution, and preserve it inviolate, 

Mr. President: Permit me, in conclusion, to otler a few remarks, to 
vindicate the South from the slanders and calamny which have been 
heaped upon it. We have been charged with a desire and design to 
aever the IU pion. Among the peo ye of the South, there is a most de- 
voted attachment to the Union, sal determined parpose to maintain the 
Constitation. On this subject there ts among us no division of opin- 
ion. Weare ready to yield many things to preserve the Union, and to 
shed the last drop of our blood in its defence. We feel, sir, a sincere 
affection for our brethren of the North. But, Mr. President, there is a 
point of forbearance beyond which we cannot go. The war of the 
Revolation was prodaced by a petty duty of kl. on tea. It was not the 
amount, but the principle, which imposed taxation without representa. 
tion—and, sir, we stand npon the principle, that Congress has no pow- 
er to lay a tax for protection. Admit that principle, aud while we now 
complain that our task is too severe to make bricks of clay and straw, 
we may be compelled, by our hard masters, to make bricks without 
straw. Mr. President, | would say toour Northern brethren—Beware, 
vou may go too far; and, though my warning is but the voice of an 
humble individual, still | would repeat—Beware, and beg them to 
remember that we are freemen, and the sous of freemen. 

Mr. Gauratix. Tam called upon to vote on a question of fact—not 
to eXpress my Own views—Ddat to declare whether a certain part of the 
nation do or do not assert a particular constractior of the Constitation. 
There is a difference of opinion, on this iloor, between gentlemen from 
that part of the country, on this question. One gentleman says one 
thing, and another says another thing. I must beg to be excused from 
voting on the question. 

Mr. Warers, of Alabama, proposed to modify Judge Jonvyson’s 
motion to amend, so as to strike out only the words “30 to arrange these 
duties as.” 

Major Enwarops, of South Carolina, inquired if it would not be in 
order to call for the previous question. 

The Paestpeyr replied, that, by the Rules of Congress, the previons 
question precluded debate. But those Rules, after haviag been adopt- 
ed, had been rescinded. By the common law of Parliament, cails for 
the previous question did not preclude debate. 

Major Epwarps then moved that the Rules of Congress should be 
adopted. 

The Presipent replied, that no question, not immediately relating 
to the subject of the Address, could now be submitted, without a de- 
parture from parliamentary order. 

A motion was then made to lay Judge Jouyson’s and Mr. Warens’s 
amendments on the table. 

The Prestpenrt stated, that this could not be done, without laying 
the whole subject on the tabie. 3 

Judge Jouxsron intimated a wish not to press for a further consider- 
ation of it, if not agreeable to the Convention. 

Mr. Cueves thought, with due deference to the Chair, that the mo- 
tion of his friend from South Carolina was in order. The practice of 
calling for the previous qnestion arose when there was mach less order 
in Parliament than at present. If his memory served him. the original 
practice was still retained, and the previous question could be called for 
in any stage of the debate. In any stage, he believed, the question 
might be put, from the Chair, “ Shail the main question now be put?” 

The Present said, he had not seen the Parliamentary Manual for 
some months. But, if his memory did not fail him, the practice had 
been so far modified, that a call for the previous question would not, in 
this state of the discussion, preclude debate. 

Mr. Poispexter said. that, in the Senate of the United States.where 
the common law of Parliament was their guidance, the previous ques- 
tion was unknown. 

Mr. Jounston would be very sorry to give rise to a debate not in or- 
der. He felt every disposition to follow the example set by the venera- 
ble gentleman from New York, and avoid every topic calculated to pro- 
duce excitement. 
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deem necessary for the purp t. within these limits, 
incidentally, and to that extemt, to give protection to the manufacturer. 
He would now ask the mover of the amendment, how the power of 
protection, as iimited, was to be exercised? To his mind, the answer 
Was Inost appropriately given bv the very words proposed to be « ypungz- 
ed: * To his mind, it was plain, that 
the adoption of the amendment tirst in order would in no shape alter or 
change the tenor or effect of the Neport—that it was, therefore, inexpe- 
dient to make the alteration proposed. 

Judge Sworter then said, he would next make a few remarks in re- 
gard to the motion of the gentleman from Soath Carolina. ‘That gen- 
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juestion into it, was a most indiscreet 
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discretion. ‘The opinion therein referred to, prevailed in the 
South: but not in Massachusetts. I take a higher ground, sa. ! 
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position to the tariff system: and I am unwilling to send suci « 
firebrand among the pe eple. The Tariff is unjust, Oppressis 
—an abuse of power. An abuse of whit p wer? An abuse of 
greater power than that conferred on the representative by his 
constituent. It was an abuse of the power conferred on man 
by God. Will you interpose your charter, made forty years 
azo, in preference to the eternal rule of richt established by the 
Creator? Fifty years ago, the principle of free trade was un- 
known. Adam Smith then rose as a sun to Hluminate the world. 
When your charter was formed. all was monopoly. Many 
, 1 it impossible to get over the arguments 
in Mr. Madison’s speech in 1798, in defence of the constitu- 
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Mr. Sedgewick thoucht there seemed a desire in some to get 
rid of the system in too great haste. He begged them to recol- 
lect the progress that had been made in various countries in 
getting rid cf the trammels it imposes, since the time when | 
was regularly established by Colbert, in France. Great p 
of that minister’s regulations had in that country been annulled, 
And was it to be supposed that Reform in England would step 
short with a change in the mode of representation in Parliament? 
Are things to rest there 2? Are the corn laws, which send so 
many thousands supperiess to bed, to continue in force? N 
they must fall, and the shock will be felt in this country. Then 
what a great point will be gained by the friends of free trade ? 
But vou are troubling the people with a litigated question— 
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power in Congress to grant protection to manufactures, as dangerous, if 
not fatal to our cause. Judge Suonrer, said he was ofa different opi- 
union. The Constitution as it then stood, expressly gave to Congress 
the power to lay and collect taxes. duties, imposts, &c., but, as be be- 
lieved, with an equally explicit limitation of the objects to which the 
same should extend. From this general grant of power in the Consti- 
tution, our adversaries have asserted the right to lay and collect duties 
not necessarily in reference to the payment of the public debt, the de- 
fence of the country, or in promotion of the geweral welfare, but for the 
avowed purpose of protecting our domestic manufactures. 
the report under consideration, most materially limits and restricts the 
power Claimed and exercised by our adversaries, for that pertion of the 
report assailed, was fully, and to his mind, satisfactorily explained by 
the next succeeding paragraph, which was in these words, ““ They deny 
the right to convert what they denominate the incidental, into the prin- 
cipal power, and transcending the limits of revenue, to impose an addi- 
tromal duty substantively and exclasively for the purpose of affording 
protection.”". He could not agree with the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, that the admission of the power of protection thus limited and re- 
stricted, could be either dangerous or fatal to our cause; on the con- 
trary, could the doctrine asserted by the report prevail, it would be a 
full and complete triumph to the advocates of free trade. 

But, said Judge SuorteRr—it has been truly and pertinently remark- 
ed by the venerable gentleman from New York, (Mr. Garratt) that 
the portion of the report under consideration. was not intended to assert 
that the matter as thereia and thereby set torth and promulgated, was 
or Was not tke opinion of this Convention, it was only given as the opi- 
nion of “a large and respectable portion of the American people.”’— 
Now, who was to decide, or who could decide whether that portion of 
the American people to whom allusion was made, did in fact hold the 
opinion of the gentleman from Alabama, the gentleman from South 
Carolina, or the report of the Committee? Unless one or the other of 
those gentiemen had better and more extensive means of knowing the 
opinion of this “large and respectable portion of the American people,” 
than the committee consisting of two delegates from each of fourteen 
States, and one delegate from another, it would obviously not be preper 
to reject the opinion of the Committee, and adopt that of either the 
gentleman from Alabama, or the gentleman from South Carolina. 

JadgejSuorter said. he would not enter into an argument as to the 
extent of the power of Congress to lay and collect duties by way of 
protection—sach arguments would not snit the oceasion, and they had 
been studiously avoided on all sides. ‘This Convention, he said,.was 
composed of members from various parts of the Union, and those mem- 
bers very naturaily entertained different views upon some of the ques- 
tions involved in the restrictive system. ‘They had all, however, assem- 
bled for one and the same general and great object. It was preposter- 
ous to expect that a report woald or could be made precisely to suit the 
feelings of every member. For himself, he had entered upon the bnsi- 
ness of the Convention with every disposition to conciliate the feelings 
of ail, believing all to be friends. Could he have been gratified in hav- 
ing his own way, he would have had the character of the report chane- 
ed, so as to explicitly declare the existing Taritf, in the opinion of the 
Convention, to be unconstitutional. He would have done this, because 
such was his honest and deliberate opinion, and wes also the opinion 
of those whom he had the honor im part to represent. 
States, were of a diiferent opinion, and deprecated most earnestly such | 
a course; he had therefore met them haif way, and had been content | 
that the report should express the opiuion of the South, with a brief 
enumeration of the reasons by which they sustained that opinion. 

Mr. WATERS, of Alabama was prepared to take the Ad- 
dress as it came from the hands of the committee; out of 
regard to the compromise which had been entered into: but he 
was not disposed to admit the power of Congress to make 
such arrangement of imposts as to afford more protection to. 
some branches of industry than to others. 

Mr. STOCKTON of New Jersey rose hesaid with unfeigned 
reluctance. t if gentlemen persisted in their course, th 
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t question on which the great constitutional lawyers are di- 
vided. In many respects the Address is exceedingly defective. 
You ought to have had more regard for the sympathies of men. 
You ought to have told them that von do not mean to destrov 
them ata blow. You should have told them you are not at war 
with manufactures. Manufactures are the cause of civilization. 
From whatis now done, we go home powerless. 

Mr. S. said, gentlemen mustnot feel unkindly towards him 
for what he had said. He was the devoted friend of free trace. 
If they should forcibly expel him from the Convention, and shut 
their doors on him, he would still remain the triend of free 
trade: but he could not approve of the address. 

Mr. BERRIEN thought Mr. Sedgwick’s specch was a de- 
parture from the conciliatory course of the gentleman from New 
York. Mr. S. had gone into his reasons for not voting for the 
Address. He hoped the gentleman who thought as he (Mr. B.) 
thought, would not imitate the example of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, by giving their reasons for voting for the Ad- 
dress: but let the mmoritv have the benefit of the discussion that 
had justtaken vilare. —_ [ Proceedings continued on Page 362.) 
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Every body, who has examined the subjeet, knows that the 
Corn Laws of England benefit nobody but the owners of the 
land aud the tenants who hold wuder long leases, executed be- 
fore those laws were passed. [By excluding foreign grain, by 
a high duty, the landiords, whe hold a monopely of the land, 
are enabled to get a higher reat for it than they would other- 
wise obtain, and the tenants under old leases get a higher 
price for their grain. It is easy, therefure, to see that all the 
rest of the community are losers, inasmuch as they are obliged 
to pay a higher price for their bread. So loug as Parliament 
was coatrolled by the land-holders, there was no prospect of a 
repeal of the Cora Laws: for, like eur manufacturers, they 
have always made a great outcry about destroying their vested 
interests—iuterests which became vested by a positive wrong 
against the rest ef the community. Under the reform zetout 
to take place, it is to be hoped that the interests of the bread- 
aeters will be cousulted ; aud we therefore look forward to the 
day when the Corn Laws will be repealed or greatly modified. 
In such event, would agriculture be destroyed in Great Bri- 
tain? Clearly not. Many imdividuals would, indeed, be lo- 
sers, but the losses, as far as they should fall upen leudiords, 
would be enty Jeaving im the pockets of the consumers meacy 
otherwise unjustly extorted from them. Part of these losses, 
too, would be compeasated by the diminution of the poor 
rates : for, if bread was cheaper, all other food would also be 
cheaper, and employment would be more abundant, and there 
would, censequentiy, be fewer paupers for the laadlords to 
invintain. Ose class ef persons, aud ene eniy, would suffer, 
for whom commisseration ought to be excited : that is, tenants 
who had rented lands upeu long leases since the existenc> of 
the monopoly-price of grain; but no one would say that twen- 
ty millions ef people should continue to buy dear bread, mere- 
ly that a few thousands might be saved from less. Agriculture 
would, however, sustain, comparatively, very little diminution. 
The lands of Eng!and oow uuder tidage are sufficiently fertile 











te warrant their cultivation, even were there a very moderate 
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They had come together from different parts, to devise means 


duty on foreign grain. 
the import and exports of Wheat and Flour into and fram 
Great Britain for twenty-one years prior te 1813, befare the 
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present system of corn laws was established, by which it ap- 
pears, that, during that term, only one-twenty-sirth part of the 
wheat and flour consumed in the country was foreign, although 
the import, in some years, was upwards of a million of quar- 
ters, of eight bushels. Supposing the best lands to be as fer- 
tile now as they were then, and, from the modern improve- 
ments in agriculture, they are probably more so, it is not likely 
that a repeal of the Corn Laws would do more than to throw 
out of tillage those barren aud unproductive soils which have 
only been rendered worthy ef cultivation by the monopoly- 
price of grain. This would probably be the whole extent of 
the mischief, and yet we dare say that the body of the landlords 
are endeavoring to alarm the people, by telling them, that, if 
the Corn Laws were to be repealed, nobody could, raise a 
bushel of wheat without luss, aud that the Americans and oth- 
er foreigners, having them in their power, would raise upon 
them the price of grain, te the point of starvation. 


Precisely as stands the question of the Corn Laws in Eng- 
From the ear- 
liest settlement of the Colonies, iron has been manufactured 
e, and some of the greatest fortunes have been 
made by the owners of iron works whilst the duty was five to 
That the production of iron re- 
quires ne artificial stimulus, is evident, from the fact, that, un- 


land, stands the iron question in this country. 


from the or 


ten per centum ad valorem. 


der the Colonial Governments, not only was no protection af- 
forded to it, but endeavors were even made, by the mother 
country, to keep itdown. A reduction of the duty would re- 
store the old state of things. The fertile mines would be work- 
, as they always have been, whilst those which are barren, 
and which cannot be made to yield a ton of iron at a less cost 
than the price of two tons of foreign iron, will be abandoned, 
What proportion these may bear to the 
Much will de- 
pend upon their proximity to the sea ports. An iron establish- 
ment near Philadelphia would feel a reduction more than one 
which is situated in the interior of the State. The same duty 
does not equally protect all against foreign competition : for, 
if the price of transportation from Philadelphia to Centre 
County, in Pennsylvania, per example, be $12 per ton, an iron 
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ss they ought to be. 


whole number, cannot easily be ascertained. 


master in that county could stand his ground with ten dollars 
luty than one living so near Philadelphia as to be reached 
by the foreign competition at an expense of two dollars per 
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ton. There are, in the United States, a great number of iron 
works in the interior, so situated that foreign iron, if it were 
admitted duty free, could not come into competition with 
them, owing to the natural protection derived from the expen- 
ses of transportation, which they enjoy. 





A writer in the “ Franklin Repository,” of this State, in an* 
article, re-published in Poulson’s Advertiser of 22d September, 
in adverting to the efforts making to strike a blow against the 
high duty on Iron, very justly and feelingly remarks, that, if 
that duty should be reduced, the Tariff will go by the board : 
fer, that, independent ef the protection of iron, neither Penn- 
syivania, New Jersey, nor Maryland, has any interest in the 
American System. This opinion is not peculiar to the paper 
cited. It is, perhaps, universal at the North, and hence 
the friend: of Free Trade have not neglected any means of 
and mischievous effects of that duty 


agriculture, navigation, manufactures, 
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exposing the imjustice 
upon the prosperity of 
and the mechanic arts. 

lroa is decidedly the most useful product which exists, ex- 
cept food. To its powerful agency are we indebted for every 
improvement in agriculture, since the first man scratched the 
yroum! with a stick, and harvested his grain by pulling it up 
by the roots or breaking it off with his hands ; for every im- 
provement in navigation, since the first canoe was dug out 
with a sharp stone, or burned out with fire: for every improve- 
ment in manufactures and the mechanic arts, since the needle 
was substituted for the thorn, or the knife for the sharp flint. 
Without it, the human family would positively merge at once 
into a state of semi-barbarism, or perish for the want of food 
and raiment. Nota single thing, adapted to the wants of man 
in his present civilized state, could be obtained. There would 
Le an end to ploughs and harrows, to ships and steam boats, to 
looms and spindles, to the implements and utensils of every 
frade. 
portion to the abundance of iron, must the great interests of 
society, in all its departments of industry, be promoted and 


Now, if this be true, is it not evident that, just in pro- 


extended ? We do not see how any sensible mind can hesitate 
to reply in the affirmative ; and, up to this stage of the argu- 
ment, we have no doubt that the sentiment of the American 
The question, then, which first 
presents itself, is, “by what means or process can iron be placed 
most within the reach of those who have occasion to use it ? 
The answer is plain enough, by rendering it cheap to the con- 
And how is iren to be rendered cheap to the consu- 
mers? By letting them buy it in any part of the world where 
they can get most of it in return for what they have: to dis- 


People would be unpaaimoags. 


sumers. 


ose ol. 
Every body kaows that the cost of iron depends upon the 
fertility of the mines where it is produced, and upon the ex- 
penses of mining it. The reason why iron is now, in England, 
as low as $25 ton, notwithstanding the greater depth in the 
earth from which the ore must be raised, is, that every year 
new machinery has been invented, with power sufficient to 
counteract more than all the increased expenses. To this ma- 


is due a great part of this reduction in the price. Now, sup- 
pose a law were passed, in England, to prevent the use of 
machinery at the mines, by which the price of iron should be 
raised $37 per ton, would not every considerate man in tlie 
world cry out against the measure, not merely as impolitic, 
but as anti-Christian? Would it not be regarded as a conspi- 
racy against the comforts of the human family, and against 
the progress of science and the arts? We cannot imagine 
any man so obtuse in intellect as not to coincide with us in 
opinion on this point. 

And we will now respectfully ask of the advocates of the 
American System, where is the difference between a law pro- 
hibiting the use of labor-saving machines, and any other law 
which has the effect of raising the price of iron thirty-seven 
dollars a ton? We cannot possibly conceive of any—and, as 
our Tariff Law has this effect, we look upon it with precisely 
the same views as we should regard its prototype. Free T'rade 
is nothing but a great labor-saving machine, and, to prevent 
its operations, with the view of promoting the interests of the 
many, is as stupid and absurd as it would be to destroy half a 
crop of grain, with the view of promoting the interests of the 
copsumers of bread—whilst, to prevent its operation, with the 
view of promoting the interests of the few, is positively wick- 
ed. As far as the people of Pennsylvania have a hand in pre- 
venting iroa from being cheap, we are free to admit that the 
great body of them are not chargeable with the imputation of 
wickedness. ‘They think they are in pursuit of their interest, 
but they have got upou the wrong scent. Like a pack of 
hounds, they have been drawn off from the track of the hare, 
and are now iu full chase after a drag, which has so vitiated 
the atmosphere with its odour, that they can no Jonger adapt 
their olfactories to the true scent. If this were not the case, 
the iron duty could not stand six months. So far from its be- 
ing a benefit to the State of Pennsylvania, we do not believe 
that it is a real benefit to a single county in the State, and we 
would pledge ourselves to demonstrate it to any individual 
whose nose is free from the coutamination of the drag. 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


POLITICS FOR THE ** COMMON PEOPLE.” 
NO. 2. 


I presented you, Mr. Editor, in a former number, with some 
remarks on the faring system—or as it is called by those who 
enjoy its benefits, the “American System’’—as affecting the in- 
terests of that class termed by the wealthy and the great—the 
“common people,’ which | understand to comprise all who 
depend mainly on their daily earnings for their daily bread, 
and who have no sugar plantations, iron mines, or cotton and 
woollen factories, which give the capatalists (who alone can 
manage to advantage such establishments) dividends of 10, 20, 
and eveu 25 per centum. 

i profess to be one of the “common people,”’ and address 
inyself to them as sharing io the evils which have been imposed 
upon us by a system of uaequal and excessive taxation, obtain- 
ed by the influence of wealth for the especial benefit of a com- 
bination of capitalists and politicians, and by their influence, 
and for their purposes, still maintained. 

The following are among some of the prominent taxes levied 
on the “ common people,” as the laboring farmer and mechan- 
ics are termed, by the proud and powerful oligharchy for whose 
benefit the taxing system was established. 

Sugar—3 to 10 cts per lb—75 to 150 per centum, 
Woolens—50 to 2UU per centuin. 

Cottons—30 to 150 

Glass—40 to 100 

lron—35 to 150. 

Linen goods—274 to 95. 

Molasses—5 cts per gallon, equal to 50 or GU per centum. 


Spirits & Wines—5U to 150 per - - do. 
Salt—10 cents per bushel—100 to 150 . do. 
books & Stationery—30 to LOO - - do. 


and many other articles familiar to most of my readers. 

Of this immense taxation, full 9-L0ths is paid by those classes 
termed, in the arrogant language of the wealthy and favored 
manufacturers, the **common people,” comprising 12,900,000 
out of the 13 millions of our population. 

The sugar duty—or A TAX ON FARMERS, FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
Siaves—l have already shown to be upwards of 24,500, 000. 

This is the direct bounty to less than 500 idle and wealthy 
planters of a few districts in one of the least important States 
in the Union. We will now proceed to estimate some of the 
other taxes. 

Woo.iens.—This tax was levied almostentirely by the influ- 
ence and for the benefitof the ** incorporated manufacturers” of 
New England, and some few towns and villages in New York 
and Pennsylvania. In1816, ali that was required of Congress 
was 25 per centum for three years, and after that 20 per cen- 
tum. ‘This was deemed a most ample protection, as it was 
known, that, as far back as 1790, we manufactured 3-4ths of all 
our woollen fabrics under a duty of 5 per centum, and to go be- 
yond that, was deemed by Washington and his advisers as inex- 
pedient and unjust. 

In 1824, by a majority of only 1, the duty was raised to 334 
per centum, under a pledge, on the part of the manufacturers, 
that nothing more should be required ; but having once enjoyed 
the enormous profits of the taxing system, and ascertained the 
power which their wealth gave them over our National Le- 
gislature they again come forward, in 1826, and after a severe 
contest of two years, they carried, by a majority of only 5 in the 
[iouse, and 3 in the Senate, the Tariff of 1228—an act which 
has been pronounced, even by one of the most zealous partisans 
of the ‘incorporated manufacturers” of New England—~I mean 
Mr. Webster—* an act of abominations.” 

The woollens tar ranges from 50 to 200 per centum, and is 
so contrived, by the manufacturers and their partisans in Con- 
gress, as to fall the most heavily on the coarsest goods. ‘The 
amount of woollen goods consumed in the United States has 
been estimated at 60 to 80,000,000 of dollars. If we call it 
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one-third of the whole, and call the average duty 60 per cent., 
the tax paid by the consumers, for the benefit of not over three 
or four thousand proprietors of factories, will amount to $12,- 
000,000. This is about equal to the whole tax paid for the sup- 
port of the Government, and accounts for the enormous profits 
gained by the great incorporations of New England, as stated 
in their journals, of fifteen, twenty, and even twenty-five, per 
centum. 
Is it to be wondered at, that, with such gains, the capitalists 
engaged in the various branches of cotton and woollen manu- 
facturing, of iron, sugar, X&c., should be able to secure nearly 
all the presses in New England, a majority in the Middle 
States, and not a few even in the Southern section, and induce 
the conductors of them to advocate their monopolies, to the 
injury of the great mass of the nation, who are too poor to 
share in the benefits of manufacturing ? 
Farmers, Planters, Mechanics, Laborers, and all who depend 
on your daily earnings for your daily support! how long will 
you sufler a few thousand selfish wealthy men to trample on 
your rights, by the imposition of taxes teu times as burdensome 
as those which your fathers resisted, when under the domiaa- 
tion of the most powerful Sovereign of the universe ? 

ONE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE. 
Massachusetts, September 5, 1531. 
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AN APPEAL FOR JUSTICE TO THE POOR, . 
Addressed to the Members elected to the Twenty- Second Congress 

of the United States. 

No. XLVI. 

If there be no constitutional wariant for the Tariff—if the 
Tariff Laws have been blunderingly passed, without reflection— 
theo surely it is incumbent upon the National Legislature to sus- 
pend or forbear exactions under those laws till a fair opporto- 
nity has been had to examine into their validity. 
There is nothing like the former Council of Revision, in the 
State of New York, whereby the Legislature of the U. States 
may be judicially advised as to the legal right to pass their acts. 
A legislature is proverbially an imprudent and unsafe body in 
regard to questions which are ia any degree influenced by party 
or faction. How far pecuniary motives may have perceptibly 
or imperceptibly influenced the passage of these mal-appropri- 
ation laws, it is impossible to know. 
Since the dissatisfaction that the real or alledged violation of 
the Constitution, and, I may add, misapplication of the publie 
funds, has become so great, it is apparently proper to pause and 
examine into the right and the probable consequences of an 
unwise, and, as it may be contended, unwarranted appropria- 
tion of the public moneys for objects that are not national. 
The interposition of the President's veto may, perhaps, be 
considered as having suspended and postponed the danger to 
which the people is subjected, from the avidity manifested by 
some partisans of the Tariff to get possession of the publie 
funds, to be spent under their patronage. It is no doubt sooth- 
ing and gratifying tothe vanity of State managers, that vast 
sums of money should be expended under their patronage; but 
it is no less the interest and the duty of the people to provide 
some guard against the danger that may arise from discontent 
and indignation. The people, including many who cannot 
well afford it, are deprived of the hard earnings of their indus- 
try, or perhaps of their patrimony, to gratify the rapacity of 
others. Itis surely just that the moncy of one man, or his la- 
bor, which is the same as money, should not be taken to pro- 
vide for the expenses or enhance the value of the property ef 
another—yet such is precisely the spirit of the Tariff. The 
losses and exactions are, indeed, in some cases, counterbalanced 
ly prosperity resulting from causes independent of legislation ; 
but Congress has no right to deprive people of earning money 
by commerce, or to misapply it to their schemes of accom- 
plishing measures of internal improvement. 

It is much to be regretted, that the Constitution, while it has 
with sufficient clearness defined the powers of the Legislature, 
has not provided means to compel the Members of Congress 
to restrict themselves within the pale of the Constitution. Con- 
gress is no more a proper organ to decide upon the rights of 
the people, than the Executive. The Legislature and the Ex- 
ecutive are, in this respect, exactly upon a footing ; and yet 
Congress, with a -wantonness, for which the bes: apology is 
folly or iguorauce, squanders millions, for purposes not more 
within the purview of the Constitution, than the building of 
balloons. Voyages of discovery, and expenditures for seientifie 
purposes, have passed unquestioned, rather from their utility, 
than because they are fairly within the scope of the legislative 
power. Liberal-minded men had rather overlook and disre- 
gard comparatively slight infractions of the Coustitution ; but 
the internal improvement system, and the passing laws to raise 
or sustain the price of manufactured articles, are exactions too 
uuwarranted to be much longer endured, while the means to 
obtain legal redress shall be withheld, as it were, by fraud or 
connivance. Congress should be just, before it is generous. 
The taxes now levied by the Tariff will not be long wanted 
for any purposes that cao properly be called national ; and the 
exaction of them will be a violation of the rules of property 
aud justice, which, unless a constitutional mode of investigat- 
ing the legal warrant for these exactions be provided by Con- 
gress, will justify civil war. 


A FRIEND TO THE POOR. 
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TERMS.—This paper is published every Wepnesnay, and will, as 
heretofore, advocate the principles of Free Trade and a limited con- 
struction of the Constitution. 

{> The price is Five Dotvars per annum, payable-annually in ad- 
vance.——Subscriptions for less than a year at the rate of Six Dotzaks 
per annum. 

(> Commusications to be-addressed to the Editor, and all postages 
to be paid, except upon letters enclosing the amount of one year’s suk- 
scription. 

{(> There are no permanent Agents fer this paper, at any place, and 
all pay ments are to be made directly to the Editor, who incurs the risk of 
their transmission by mail, and will forward receipts therefor, free of 
postage, to the subseribers. 

> The notes of any solvent Banks, most eonvenient to the subscri- 
bers, will be accepted in payment. 
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